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be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
ducing the price of the public lands, and of g¢adua- 
ting the price of the refuse public lands, having re- 
ference to the period of time that such lands shall 
have been subject to sale at private entry; and of 
granting to the setilers upon the public lands the 
right of pre-emption to a quantity not to exceed 
one-quarter section to each head ofa family, in- 
cluding his or her improvement. 

On motion of Mr. HOPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inqnire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from St. 
Clair’s, Balton, to Rye Valley in the county of Smyth 
and State of Virginia. : . 

Resolved, That the Csmmittee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from the 
house of Major Samuel Williams, in the county 
of Smyth to the mouth of Willson’s Creek, in the 
county of Grayson, in the State of Virginia. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Leba- 
non in the county of Russel, via Nashford, Hona- 
kers Store, to Richland post office, in the county of 
Tazewell. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Gray- 
son C. H. Virginia, to the Grayson Sulphur Springs. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Sister- 

ville, in Tyler county, Virginia, through the town 
of Brownsville, in Washington county, Ohio, 
Graysville, Van Buren, by the mouth of the Elk 
Fork of Duck Creek, to McCoystown, in Monroe 
county, and thence following the State 1oad to the 
town of Zanesville, in Muskingum county; also a 
post route from Woodfield, in Monroe county, 
through Graysville to MelIntosh’s Post Office, in 
Washington county, Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of establishing a post route from Mount 
Pleasant, Tennessee, to Waynesboro, Tennessee. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of compensat- 
ing Colonel Robert Wallace of Kentucky, for the 
horses lost in the public service during the late 
war. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of au- 
thorizing the State of Tennessee to sell the school 
lands within the limits of said State. 

On motion of Mr. EVERETT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting a pension to Beriah Wright, a soldier. 

Resolved, That the Committee »n Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to ingn re into the expe- 
diency of extending the provisi ns of the pension 
act of 4th July, 1836, to widows who were married 
prior to the Ist of January, 1785, and to widows 
whose husbands may have died, or shall die after 
the 4th of March, 1831, or whose husbands were 
killed in the Revolutionary war. 

{Mr. Russett preseated the petition of Isaac 
Fowkr, of New York, a soldier of the Revo- 
lution, praying a pension for Revolutionary ser- 
vices, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 2. Also, the petition of 
William Abeel of New York, a soldier of the Re- 
volution, praying a like pension, for like services, 
Which was alike referred. 3. Also, the petition of 
Amos Savage and eighty-five other electors of the 

town of Granville, in the county of Washington and 
State of New York, praying for the abolition of 
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slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and in the Territories subject to the jurisdie- 
tion of Congress; and also, praying the passage of 
a Jaw prohibiting the internal and coasting slave 
trade between the several States in the Union, and 
that effectual measures may be taken to prevent the 
exportation of slaves from the District of Colum- 
bia or any other port or place in the United States, 
to Texas or to the dominions of any foreign power. 
4. Also the petition of Isaac Hartley and 109 
other inhabftants of the county of Montgomery, in 
said State of New York, praying, Ist, for the abo- 
lition of slavery and the slave trade in the District 
of Columbia; 2d, for the abolition of slavery and 
the slave trade in the Territories of the United 
States; 3d, so to regulate the commercial inter- 
course between the several States in this Union as 
to prevent commerce in slaves being carried on be- 
tween them; 4th, remonstrating against the admis- 
sion of any new State into the Union whose consti- 
tution tolerates domestic slavery ; 5th, remonstra- 
ting also against the annexation of Texas to the 
Union. Of the two last-mentioned petitions, so 
much as relates to the District of Columbia Mr. R. 
moved to refer to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia; and so much as relates to slavery and 
the slave trade in the Territories, Mr. R. moved to 
refer to the Committee on the Territories ; and so 
much as relates to the coasting slave trade between 
the several States in the Union, Mr. R. moved to 
refer to the Committee on Commerce; and so 
much as relates to the transportation of slaves to 
Texas, and the annexation of Texas to the Union, 
Mr. R. moved to refer to a.select committee. 
5. Also, the petition of John C. Parker and fifty- 
three other electors of said town of Granville, 
praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 6. Also, the 
petition of John Carlisle and one hundred and three 
electors of the town of Hartford, in said county, 
concluding with the like prayer. 7. Also, the pe- 
tition of John Reed and forty-nine other electors 
of the town of Argyle, in said county, praying for 
the same objects. 8. Also the petition of Gilbert 
Robertson and sixty-one other electors of said 
town of Argyle, concluding with the like prayer. 
9. Also, the petition of Garret Wendell, Julius 
Phelps, Josiah Dunton, and forty-seven other 
electors of the town of Cambridge, in said county, 
for the like purpose. 10. Also, the petition of John 
Dobbin and twenty-five other electors of the town 
of Jackson, in said county, for the like purpose. 
11. Also, the petition of Ethan Bragg and eighty- 
nine other electors of the town of Easton, in said 
county, concluding with the like prayer.: 12. 
Also, the petition of William Mowry and two hun- 
dred and forty-five other electors of the town of 
Greenwich, in said county, concluding with the 
like prayer. 13. Also, the petition of Caroline 
Culver and two hundred and eight other fe- 
males of the said town of Greenwich, praying for 
the same-object. 14. Also the petition of Maria 
Savage and twenty-four other females of the town 
of Granville, in the said county, for the like purpose. 
15. Also, the petition of Mary Gibbs and 21 other 
females of said town of Granville, for the lke pur- 
pose. 16. Also, the petition of Robert L. Foster 
and 23 other inhabitants of the county of Washing- 
ion, praying the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. 17. Also, the 
petition of Joseph Dobbin and 24 other inhabitants 
of the county of Washington, in the State of New 
York, praying for the same object. 18. Also, the 
petition of George Armstrong and 43 other inha- 
bitants of said county, for the like purpose. 19. 
Also, the petition of Elias S. Volentine and 31 other 
inhabitants of said county, for the like purpose. 20. 
Also, the petition of William Dobbin and 22 other 
inhabitants of said eounty, for the like purpose. 
21. Also, the petition of Mary S. Dayton and 634 
other women of the city of New York, for the like 
purpose. 22. Also, the petition of Elizabeth Harl- 
burt and 47 other women of Arkport, in the State 
of New York, for the like purpose. 23. Also, the 
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petition of Mary Brown and 104 other women of 
the city of New York, concluding with the like 
prayer. The last 19 petitions Mr. R. moved to re- 
fer to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 
24. Mr. R. also presented the remonstrance of Ro- 
bert Tompkins and 104 other inhabitants of the 
county of Montgomery, in the State of New York, 
against the annexation of Texas to the United 
States. 25. Al:o, the remonstrance of Jonathan 
Green and 96 other inhabitants of the county of 
Washington, against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, 26. Also, the like remonstrance of 
E.S. Volentine and 36 other inhabitants of the 
town of Salem, in the said county of Washington. 
27. Also, the remonstrance of Anderson Simpson 
and 31 other electors of the town of Jackson, in 
said county, against the admission of any new State 
into the Union, whose constitution tclerates domes- 
tic slavery: which said. 4 last mentioned remon- 
strances Mr. R. moved to refer to a select commuit- 
tee. 28. Mr. R. then presented the petition of 
James 8S. Gibbons and 121 other young men of the 
city of New York, praying Congress to pass such 
laws for the government of the District of Colum- 
bia as shall secure equal/y, to all the inhabitants 
thereof, the enjopment of life, liberty, and the pur- 
suit of happiness. 29. Also, the petition of Horan 
Dressin and 252 other yonng men of the city of 
New York, concluding with the like prayer. 30. 
Also, the petition of Charles D. Field and 407 other 
young men of the city of New York, for the hike 
purpose: which 3 Jast mentioned petitions Mr. R. 
moved to refer to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. | 
On mouon, 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, Dec. 18, 1837. 

Mr. CALHOUN, appeared and took his seat. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, in obedience to a resolution of the 3d Februa- 
ry last, relative to alledged abuses in the importa- 
tion of goods charged in a letter from M. Dodge. 
The Secretary states that the abuses were inquired 
into, but answers had only been received in one 
instance. 

Mr. KING did not see that any thing of conse- 
quence would have been elicited if the questions 
set forth had been answered; he would, however, 
move that it lie on the table and be printed, as it 
might be eailed up hereafter, if necessary: agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also presented a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 
13th October last, showing the condition of the 
Navy Pension fund; which was laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Comm/’sswne: 
of the Public Buildings: laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial irom 
sundry citizens of the city and county of Phitade!- 
phia, without distinction of party, representing the 
ruinous consequences of the paper sysier, and 
praying that all banks may be dispensed with: cr- 
dered to be printed, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. Also, from sundry citizens of Phila- 
delphia, praying the erection of a new cnstum- 
house: referred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 
Also, two memorials from citizens of Pennsylvania 
against the annexaticn of Texas: laid ou tie table. 
Also, from the trustees of Alleghany College, pray- 
ing for a grant of land; also, in relation"to the ue 
road: both of which were appropriately referred. 

Mr. WALL presented a memorial frem twelve 
men and thirteen women, remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas to the United States. 

Mr. PRESTON rose to make a single remark 
It appeared to him that politica? philanthropists were 
endeavoring to force this subject upon the atten- 
tion of Congress, at least it would appear so from 
the number of memorials that were continually 
pouring in upon the Senate. He gave notice that 
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he would at an early day, a very early day, intro- 
duce a joint resolution that wonld place that sub- 
ject at rest. 

Mr. WALL said he had no further object in 
view in the presentation of these petitions, than to 
do his duty to his coustitvents, and was not de- 
sirous of doing any thing to provoke debate. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. WALL Presented the petition of 115 ladies, 
inhabiants of Gloucester county, in the State of New 
Jersey, *aying the immediate abolition of slavery 
in the, District of Columbia. These petitioners, he 
Wo'ald add, so far from being actuated by the spirit 
Of tanaticism, were, he was convinced, very sincere 
and conscientious in what they desired. He would 
move to lay the peution or the table. 

Mr. HLUBPARD moved to lay that motion on 

he table. 

Mr. MORRIS asked for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CLAY wished the motion withdrawn for a 
moment. It was manifest that fhe subject of sla- 
very in the District of Columbia was extending 
itself in the public mind, and daily engaging more 
and more of the public attention. His opinions, 
‘Ss e¥ pressed in the Legislature of the country, 
Weae, he believed, perfectly well known. Tle had 
oo hesitation in saving that Congress ought not to 
do what was asked by the petitioners without the 
consent of the people of the District of Columbia. 
He was desirous of inquiring of the Senator from 
New Jersey, or any other conyersant with the sub- 
ject, whether the feeling of abolition in the abstract 


was extending itself in their respective States, or 


whether it was not beceming mixed op with other 
matters—such, for instance, in the belief that 
the sacred right of petition had been assailed. It 
became the duty of the Senate to inquire into this 
business, and understand the subject well. 


There were many, no doubt, of these petitioners, | 
who did not mean to assert that slavery should be 


abolished, that were contending for what they un- 
derstood to be a great constitutional right. Would 
it not, then, under this view of the subject, be the 
vest course to allay exertement, and endeavor to 
calm down and tranquilize the publie mind? 
Would it not be wiser to refer the subject to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, or some 

ther committee, that would elicit all the facts, 
reason coolly and dispassionately, presenting the 
Subject in all its bearings to the citizens of non- 


lavehelding States, and in a manner worthy of 


the great subject: would not such a proceeding be 
well calculated to insure harmony and amity in all 
patts of the Tinion. On this subject there was, he 
was awrr’, great diversity of opinion, and he rose 
merely fur the purpose of making these suzzestions 
to the Senate. 

Mr. WALA, said he did not believe, -o far as 
his Stats oncerned, that the feeline for aboii- 
tiou Was on the increase; but he did believe the 


ibject was mixed up with the right of petition: 
many of the petitioners beli¢ving that sight was in- 
vaded by the manner in which these memorials 


were treated, He thoughi if this matter had been 
in the onset yeierre:d to the Comnnittee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and a report made therefrom, 
(sanctioned by the Senate,) calmly expressing the 
feeling of the American people, that there would 
have been no further trouble. There was no dise 
posivivn on the part of these peop'e to interfere with 
the rigiuts of the Stares; there was nothing offensive 
in their petitions; he wonld undertake to say, not 
an objectionable word; they were merely acting 
in accordance with what they believed a right in 
relation io the District of Columbia, over which 
they believe Congress has jurisdiction. 

Mr. CALHOUN, said he had foreseen what this 
subject would come te; he knew its origin, and 
that it lay deeper than was supposed. Jt grew out 
of a spirit of fanaticism, which was daily increas- 
ing, 2nd if not met in imine would by-and-by dis- 
solve this Union. It was particularly our duty to 
keep the matter vut of the Senate, out of the halls 
of the National Legislature. Teese tanatics were 
intertering with what they had no mght. Grant 
the reception of these petitions and you will next be 
asked to acton them, He was for no conciliatory 
course, no temporising; instead of yielding one 
inch he would rise in opposition, aud he hoped 
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every man from the South would stand by him 
to put down this growing evi]. These was 
but one question that would ever destroy this 
Union, and that was involved in this principle. 
Yes: this was potent enough for it, and must be 
early arresied if the Union was to be preserved. A 
man must see little into what is going on, if he did 
not perceive that this spirit was growing, and that 
the rising generation was becoming more strongly 
imbued with it. It was notto be stopped by reports 
on paper, but by action, and very decided action. 

Mr. SWIFT said he had been entrusted with va- 
rious memorials of a similar character to this; and 
he therefore felt called on to say a few words. 
When these petitions were referred, as was the 
former practice, to the Committee for the District, 
there was very little excitement on the subject. 
There was a great difference of opinion on the 
subject, some thinking that slavery in the District 
ought to be abolished by Congress, and others 
thinking differently; bat from the moment that the 
petitions were refused, to the present time, the ex- 
citement had been continually increasing. And 
the petitioners were not the miserable fanatics 
which the Senator from South Carolina supposed; 
they were among the most intelligent and re~pect- 
able of the community; and the Legislature of 
Vermont had adopted resolutions on this subject, 
iustructing their Senators and requesting their Re- 
presentatives, tc urge the subject on the considera- 
tion of Congress. 

(Mr. Curneerr asked whether the Legis'ature 
asked Congr ss to indu'ge the full right of petition, 
or to abolish slavery in the District. ] 

Mr. S. resumed. The Legislature had asserted 
the right of Congress to abolish slavery-in the Dis- 
trict; but Mr, S. firmly believed that if the petitions 
had been referred to the District committee, as for- 
merly, for them to report upon them, it would, in 
a great measure, have allayed the excitement. 
The most of the petitioners were not those gene- 
rally called abotiuenists; and they would have pro- 
bably had no feelings on the subject, if the former 
course of referring the petitions had been pursued. 
Neither was it a question of party in Vermont; but 
nen of all parties were engaged on ‘he subject, and 
on this subject they could unite. Mr. S. hoped the 
suggestion of Mr. Clay would prevail. 

Mr. ROANE, of Virginia, said, that warm, ar- 
dent, and strong as were all his feelings, and fixed 
as was his opinion, on this subject, he should per- 
haps not have opened his lips on the present most 
mnexpected occasion, but for the relation he hap- 
pens to bear towards the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, tv which it is proposed to refer 
this whole subject. Itis one of vast importance, 
invelving the dearest rights and interests of mil- 
lions of our citizens, and perhaps the Union of 
these States. A committee, raised to take charge 


| of the local concerns of the people of this District is 


not, Lhumbly apprehend, the suitable committee 
tor such a subject. That commitice was not con- 


stituted with reference to questions of such magni- 


tude and extensive bearing; and I do trust that, 


should this body unfortunately agree to receive and 


refer these petitions, with a view, as we are in- 
formed, to have a calm, deliberate, and full discus- 
sion of their merits, they will send them to some 
other committee—nay, raise a special committee, 


| composed of gentlemen who have the talent and 


the taste for such discussion; for I take this occa- 
sion to say that, neither in committee nor elsewhere, 
will J ever consent to argue and discuss the meris 
of this tender and vital question. No, sit; when 
my life and my property are assailed, I protect 
them not by argument and discussion. 
Sir, the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) has 
asked whether the multiplication of these petitions 
in the North, and the spread of feeling which 
prompis them, is not mainly atimbutable to a be- 
lef, on the part of the people there, ihat the great 
right of petition has beea invaded by the direction 
which this body has given to them for the last two 
years? He has been answered in the affirmative 
by the Senator from Vermont. (Mr. Swiit,) and it 
is utterly denied that fanaticism constitutes any 
,part of the spirit which actuates our Northern 
brethren, in thus eternally stirring a qnestion which 
they must know is vital to us of the South. Oh, no 


—it is not fanaticism, it is not humanity, it is noe 
philanthropy, but it is patriotism! it is only to assert 
and maintain inviolate t.e great right of petition! 
I perceive, sir, thatone o! the petitions presented 
this morning is signed by, I think, one hundred and 
eleven women. Allow me to ask when before, on 
what other occasion, on what other great question 
have the females thought it their imperious duty 
to step forth as ihe asserters and champions of the 
great right of petition? Allow me to believe, sir, 
that such a motive constituted no part of their fee}. 
ings, never for one moment entered into their 
brain ; no, sir, it is the fulse fire of philanthropy, so 
easily kindled in their wart and tender hearts, and 
too easily fanned into flame by fanatical, vile, and 
designing men. 

No man, sir, in this wide extended empire, more 
dearly loves, or would more sacredly g" rd, than I, 
the creat, the inestimable right of pett'oa, as as. 
serted and practised in England, and thence en. 
grafied into our own written Constitution ; but, like 
all other good things, i/ is liable to abuse, and has 
its mits; and [ for one am bold to say, that the 
subject now before the Senate presents a limit to 
this right. The peop'e have a mght peaceably to 
assemble and petition—for what? To take away 
my right to enjoy “life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness?” No, sir: but to redress grievances ; 
erievances to which the law-making power can 
apply a remedy or corrective. The petitions must 
not only be sentto a tribunal competent to hear 
them, but must relate to a subject on which that 
tribunal can legally and authoritatively act. Sir, 
the people are oecluded ; they have oceluded them- 
selves; they are occluded by the sacred compro- 
mises of the Constitution—the charter of all their 
rights—from bringing this subject before Congress 
in any manner whatever as one of ordinary legis- 
lation. It isin vain to say that this right of peti- 
tion has no lunits. We have been told this morn- 
ing, that we are the servants of the people; yet we 
—this Senate—requires that every petition which is 
offered to it, shall be respectful, in its language and 
decorous in its furm. ‘This, sir, is a limit; and 
one liable to abuse; and why not, [ seek to know, 
require that they shall also be pertiaent in thew 
matter and legitimate in their object? ea 

Lask gentlemen who are so sensitive in their 
feelines, and so Jatitudinous in their notions, about 
the right of petitin, what they will do iff “respset- 


ful” petition was presented to the Senate, prayiy 


them to pass a law, directing that, in future, each 
one of our twenty-six sovereign States should have 
on this floor but one instead of two Senaturs, as 
guarantied, ay, compromised, by the Constitution? 
Is there a member here who would not scout from 
this chamber such a petition, as going far beyond 
any thing contemplated by the terms o1 spirit of our 
association? The right of petition, as secured in 
the Constitution, was intended to redress all griev- 
ances within’ the pale of the law and the Consti- 
tution, but not to subvert either. 

We are told, sir, that these petitions only relate 
to the District of Columbia. Who, sir, that has at 
all looked at passing events can for a mement be- 
lieve this statement? Who can believe that the 
humanity, the philanthropy, or the patriotism of our 
Northern brethren can be sated by emancipating 
the few slaves who inhabit this ten miles square! 
No, sif, this nondescript District of Colombia, be- 
cause of some plausible constructions given to cer- 
tain equivocal expressions about the ‘“eac/usive JU- 
risdiction of Congress” has been adroitly made the 
nucleus around which the abolitionists are to rally 
their forces for aconcentrated movement on the 
States. Itis here, sir, in this District, that they 
wish to enter the wedge, with which they would 
rend asunder this great and glorions Union. 

Sir, said Mr. R. we have been told by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont that, on this question, there is 
no division of sentiment in his State; that on this 
only question, all parties in politics, and all sects in 
religion, come together and agree. Sir, let meine 
form that Senator, and the whole North, that the 
entire country south of the Potomac, without any 
regard whatever to party, or any thing else, Is aS 
firmly anited as can possibly be the people of Ver- 
moni, and will boldly face and dety the storm of 
abolition, come when and whence it may. Grn- 
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tlemen may talk as they will about the right. of pe- 
tition, and ali that, but the very fact which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont has stated, proves incontrover- 
tibly to my mind, that this question is solely and 
wholly one of power and aggrandizemen'; to whch 
polities, religion, morality, and patriotism are all 
subservient; I repeat, sir, that it isa struggle for 
power—I cannot view it otherwise. I did not in- 
tend or expect to have said So much. 

Mr. PRENTISS said that he entirely concurred 
in the representation which his colleague had made 
in relation to the state of public opinion in Ver- 
mont. He had no doubt that the public mind had 
become much more agitated, and that the number 
of those disposed to favor the views of the peiition- 
ers had greatly increased within a year or two past; 
and he had as little doubt that the tncreased eacite- 
ment on the subject, and consequent accession of 
strength to the abolitionists, as they were called, 
had arisen, in no inconsiderable degree, from the 
course which had been parsued in this and the 
other House ia relation to the petitions which had 
been presented to Congress. How had the peti- 
tions been treated here? At one time they were 
received, and then the prayer rejecied instanter, 
without a hearing, without consideration. This 
mere formal reception, followed with an immediate 
and instantaneous rejection of the prayer of the 
petitions, the people of the North had regarded as 
trifling with their rights, as substantially a refusal 
to receive the petitions, and, consequently, a denial 
of the right to petition, More recently the form 
had been changed. Now, a motion to receive was 
necessary, which was immediately followed by a 
mofion to lay that motion on the table. Now, said 
Mr. P. to the plain common sense of the people of 
the State he represented, this proceeding was 
nothing more or less than a refusal to receive the 
petutions. Lt was this infringement of a constita- 
tional right which had done much to agitate the 
public mind. Many who had signed petitions were 
influenced mainly by that consideration. Their 
purpuse was to assert and maintain the right to 
petition, and they would persist in sending peti- 
uons here until that right was fully recognised, by 
treating the petitions with the same respect as peti- 
tions on other subjects are treated. 

Mr. NILES remarked that he had nu wish to 
prolong this debate, or to participate in it. His 
only object was to put himself right, and explain 
the reasons which would influence his vote. He 
considered that the Senate had, during the last 
regular session, by inattention, fallen into a conrse 
of disposing of these petitions inconsistent with 
their deliberate decision made two years ago, after 
long debate. Atthat time, a petition praying for 
the abolition of slavery in this District was pre- 
sented by the Senator from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
Buchanan,) and the Senator from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) objected to its being received, and 
moved that it be not received. This motion was 
debated for several weeks, and finally decided 
against the motion, or, that the petition be received, 
by a very large majority. It was then moved that 
the prayer of the petition be rejected, which pre- 
vailed also by a large majority. Whilst this 
motion was pending, and the discussion going on, 
other similar petitions were offered, and the lixe 
motion made, that they be not received; and it was 
then moved that that motion be laid on the table 
which was adopted. But this was not considered 
asa final disposition of the petitions, but only a 
temporary disposition of them, until the question 
under debate was decided. These petitions, how- 
evei, were not afterwards called up. This tempo- 
rary disposition of this class of petitions two years 
ago, seems to have led to a similar course the 
last session as a final disposal of them. 

Mr. N. said he did not Last session vote to lay 
the motion to receive a peiition on the*table, as a 
final disposition of the petition, as he considered it 
equivalent to a vote to refuse to receive the peti- 
tion. He regarded it as only an indirect way of 
excluding petitions. A petition cannot be received 
whea.objected to, without the consent of the Se- 
nate. A motion is made to obtain such consent, 
and that motion is indefinitely postponed, or, what 
is equivalent, is laid on the table, with the under- 
mManding that itis not to be taken up again. Of 
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course, the petition is not received; it cannot be |} than the rejection of these pe 


received without the consent of the bedy, and that 
consent is not given, but is virtually refused. 

He could not give his sanction to a proceeding 
of this kind, which seemed to him to he in direct 
violation of the soleuim 2: 


the Senate two 


id deliberate decision of 
years ag0. ile had no objectious to 
disposition cf these petitions as was made 

receive them, and then reject 
the prayer, or lay the peutions on the table. Sul, 
in his opinion, a different course would be pre/era- 
ble. We all have the same cbject; we only differ 
as to the means of attaining it. We all de 
allay the excitement on this subject, to quiet and 
tranquill.ze the pablie mind, and to stop a course of 
proceedings which can do no geod, and tend to 
much mischief. In answer to the inquiry which 
had been made as to the state of pnblic opinien on 
the abolition question at the North, he was sorry 
to say that the spirit of abolition appeared to be ex- 
tending. He did not think it was increasing much 
in his own State, but thought it was spreading in 
many of the eastern States. Ina recent election in 
a neighboring State, the candidate for the Chief 
Executive office of one party, and the prevailing 
one, was understood to be an abolitionist; and this 
seems to have been regarded as so far a recommen- 
dation that the candidate of the other party was 
induced to publicly declare that he was in favor of 
abolishing slavery in this District. From these 
facts, he inferred that abolition opinions of some 
sort prevailed very extensively in the State referred 
to. If he was incorrect, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts could set him right. The course pursued 
the last two years in. regard to abolition petitions, 
does not appear to have checked that spirit; but 
from that, or some cause, it bas increased; and he 
believed it would be wiser to refer these petitions, 
aud obtain a sound, candid, but strong report, set- 
ting forth the reasons against abolishing siavery in 
this District. Are we to presume that the people 
will not be influenced by facts, by reasons and ar- 
guments? We are a thinking and a reasoning peo- 
ple; and all our institutions and all our rights rest 
vn public opinion. He did not despair that even 
this delicate and dithcult question might be settled 
and put at rest, before the great tribunal of public 
opinion. 

Mr. STRANGE expressed hi¥ regret that this 
discussion had arisen: he regretted, also, to hear it 
asserted that the abolition principle had ex- 
tended itself; but he thought that that circumstance 
was no sufficient reason for receiving the petitions 
in question. It might be, as it had been asserted, 
that those who were net fanatics favored those 
principies, but for his part he maintained that the 
whole of the agitation proceeded from the mere 
spirit of fanaticism. As to the constitutional right 
alleged to exist, it had not fal:en under his chser- 
vation, upon a close examination of the Constitu- 
tion. (Mr. S. here cited the constitutional provi- 
sion, “ Congress shall pass no law,” &c.] 

This part of the Constitution (Mr. S. maintain- 
el) was not at all violated by the disposition made 
of these petitions. Congress was left free as to a!! 
petitions when presented. It had an undoubted 
right to exercise its discretion upon the merits of 
all petitions. It would be merely farcical to receive 
the petitions, or to inquire whether their prayer 
should be granted; for there did not exist a single 
individaal in Congress who was prepared to grant 
the prayer of these petitioners. No benefit, there- 
fore, whatever could result; whereas, great evils 
wowld flow from the agitation of the question con- 
sequent upon their reception. A great proportion 
of Southern people are excited dangerously and 
fatally; thoughts are raised which otherwise would 
never be entertained in the South. With. these 
views, he should renew the motion to lay upon the 
table. 

Several Senators intimating a desire to speak, 

Mr. STRANGE withdrew his motion for the 
present. 

Mr. DAVIS took this occasion to repeat an ob- 
servation made by him two years ago, viz: “if you 
wish to make abolitionists, then only continue to 
pursue the course you have hitherto pursued.” No 
course, in his opinion, could be more surely cal- 
culated to increase the excitement already existing 
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vus. How the 
practice of Isying these petition, on the table on 
the objections of any member, hel crept into the 
Senate, he (Mr. D.) coald nut conceive. To him 
it, however, was the same thing, whether these pe- 
titions were laid ov the table or wheter they were 
merely received, and then rejected: it was in either 
way tantamount to a total rejection! it was an 
infraction of the sacred right of petivton. He 
(Mr. D.) did not donbt that this attack on the right 
of petition had multiplied greatly the namber of 
pentoners. To call them all fanaties was most 
unjust; they were irritated on to petition by the 
vielaton of their rights of petitioning. Befvre war 
was mide by Congress on the right of petitioning, 
this excitement was not in existence; it had been 
raiscd and created by the opposition, by the resist- 
ance, and by the particular and invidious discrimi- 
nation made with respect to these petitions. So 
long as petitioners were treated respectfully, no 
excitement had prevailed. Change, therefore, your 
course, said Mr. D. treat the petitioaers as other 
petitioners, receive their petitions, and the excite- 
ment will be allayed. 

As to the merits of this matter, no doubt south 
ern gentlemen have come to their conclusions that 
the petitioners have no right to come here, in a 
manner satisfactory to themselves; but if this be 
true, he would ask, would it not be most expedi- 
ent to meet them in limine, at once, and say that 
they have no right, or else to give their prayer due 
consideration, and give at least some reasons, if 
there exist any, against the right which they claim? 
They believe that Congress has the power and 
control over this subject in this District; and, if it 
be so, where is the impropriety in their coming 
here? Be their opinion right or wrong, it is their 
opinion and belief that Congress has the right and 
the power and the duty of controlling this matter 
in this District. 

Their prayer is reasonable, temperate, and just; 
it is two-fold, Ist, abolish slavery in this District, 
or, if not, pass at least laws to regulate in a better 
manner the slave trade in this District. They dis- 
avow the intention of interfering with slavery in 
any of the States. Such a principle is deliberately 
avowed in the resolutions of imost, if not all, the 
Abolition Societies in the North. They heve no 
purpose of interfering with the rights of the South. 
The documents they have published to the world 
would prove this. If their proceed.ngs agitate the 
minds of Southern gentlemen, that is their own 
fault; itis because they choose rather to interfere 
with the Abolition Societies, and not that the Abo- 
liion Societies interfere with them. But let us 
grant even that the Constitution is totally silent as 
to the right of petition, yet who is there can doubt 
the right. Itis a solecism in terms; it would be 
absurd to suppose that the petitioners have not a 
right to come before the Government and demand 
their rights. Government is the servant of the peo- 
ple, and it is its business to attend to the prayers 
and demands of the people, its masters. 

No case can be supposed to justify the rejection 
of the right of petitioning. If then petition for only 
two Senators, as the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
Rives) has supposed a case, why, let them do sv. 
The right is not to be put down on supposed cases 
of abusing it. The member from South Carolina 
(Mr. Calhoun) says, will you deliberate where your 
mind is made up? He (Mr. Davis) would imme- 
diately answer “ ves!” It is due to the country to 
meet this subject with deliberation, and to send 
forth the reasons of our rejection of the prayer of 
two-thirds of the population. But how can you do 
this, if you refuse to deliberate at al! upon the sub- 
ject? The course Congress had h’'herto pursued 
had created alarm and augmented excitement. 

Mr. KING said that some sessions past, he had 
advocated the reception of petitions of this deserip- 
tion: he would concisely state his reasons for 
having then been in favor of such a course. He 
considered them as coming from a miserable set of 
fanatics and deluded females, who were too con- 
temptible to excite apprehension. He was un- 
willing to give them weight, by adding to their 
number those who might honestly believe the right 
of petition had been denied. For many years peti- 
tions of this character were feceived withou: 
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comment, referred to a committee, and no 
further notice taken of them. They slumbered 
nntil the close of the session, and the com- 
mittee was then discharged from the further con- 
sideration of them. Mr. K. regretted most sin- 
cerely that this unfortunate question, so intimately 
connected with the permanency of this Union, was 
pressed by gentlemen upon the consideration of the 
senate. ‘They urge their reception: for what pur- 
pose? For none other under Heaven, that he could 
perceive, than to produce excitement; to irritate and 
inflame the pablic mind. So long as it was con- 
fined to deluded females and fanatics, it was 
of little import; but now it has entered into 
polities of the country. Mr. K. had re- 
cently scen interrogatories addressed to 
vons, candidates for.high offices, to learn how far 
they were prepared to sustain those who were 
industriously laboring to destroy the rights of the 
South ; and he could not express his astonishment 


the 


p:t- 


when he found such men degrading themselves by 


condescending to give an answer. Yes, said Mr. 
MX. fit has entered into the politics of the country: 
unprincipled aspirants have seized on it, and it has, 
from that canse alone, become alarming. Mr. 
ly. feared not the great mass of the people, even 
iv New England: they were sound to the core. 
Not so with the politicians: they were sinning 
against light and knowledge. They desired, and 
should receive, the stern rebuke of this body; and 
their efforts to elevate themselves at the expense 
of the Union shonld be promptly put down. He 
would not receive or give any countenance to these 
incendiary p ‘litions. 

Mr. DAVIS, in explanation, said he would not 
suffer humself to be excited by any observations 
made in reference to himseif. He gave way to no 
one in a desire of maintaining harmony; and his 
remarks were not made, as imputed to him, in the 
view of creating discord. He wished the member 


from Alabama (Mr. King) was better informed of | 


the great respectability of the petitioners; ifhe (Mr. 
IX.) could but know the real state of things in the 


North, he would not speak so contemptuously of | 


the petitioners. As to politicians, Mr. D. main- 


tained that until the question came on here, no po- | 


litics were mixed up with the subject in any way 
whatever. It was a questivn of conscience, of mo- 
rals, of propriety; men of all parties concurred in 
these petitions; there was no intermixture of inte- 
rested politicians, as the gentleman had presumed. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that he was not 
aware that any petition for the abolition of slavery 


in the District of Columbia had ever originated in | 


that part of New Hampshire where he resided, He 
Was certain that since he had been a member of 
the Senate he had nut been called upon to present 
to the Senate any such memorial. 
had been a mo:nber of Congress, very few petitions 
in relation to this subject had been forwarded to 


And, s.uce he | 


him from any section of the State he hal the ho- | 


nor, in part. to represent. If such mem»rials had 


come hither from New Hampshire, they must have | 


been committed to the care of others. He was as- 
sured that the prevailing sentiment with the people 
of his own State was, to let this who’e matter alone; 
that it was a subject with which they had no concern; 


thai it was their bounden duty, as good and peaceable | 
citizens, not to inierfere with the rights of others; that | 


they regarded the question of slavery as a section- 
al, @ local question; and however much they might 


regret its existence in any portion of this Union, | 


yet they well knew that its existence was sanction- 


ed by the Constitution of the lan; and with the | 
continnation of its existence in those parts of the | 


Confederacy, they ought not, and they con!d not, with 
propriety, make any interference, unsolicited and 
unasked by those whose interests were affected by 
it. 
they certainly were, to a greatextent, the opinions 
of the people .of New Hampshire. 
fectly aware that this wasan exciting subject; a sub- 
ject which addressed itself to the passions, the preju- 


These were the sentiments of his own State; | 


He was per- | 


dices, the feelings of the community, and, he was | 


sorry to add, it was assuming, as far ashe under- 


stood its course, a political character, he would not | 


say exclusively so, but it wonld not be denied that 
a great proportion, a decided majority, of these who 
professed io be abolitionists, were amongt he oppo- 


| nents of the present Administration. 
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This, most 
assuredly, was the fact within the limits of his own 
State. He had said, with much truth, that this 
was an exciting subject, and nothing coul tend 
more effectually to keep alive the excitement than 
this and similar discussions in either House of 
Congress. The public mind should be unagitated, 
undisturbed, by any debate oa this subject within 
this hall. If the Senate should pursue steadily such 
a course, in his judgment, quiet and tranquillity 
would inevitably be the result. The Senators 
from Vermont and Massachusetts have both said 
that the course pursued by the Senate for the last 
two years with reference to these memorials, had 
tended greatly to augment the number and the zeal 
of the abolitionists. It may be so. He was not 
aware, however, of any increased engagedness 
upon thissubject within the limits of his own State. 
He could not say to what extent the excitement ex- 
isted on the other side of the Connecticut, within 
the limits of Vermont, and he was equally ignorant 
as to the true state of abolitionism within the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts. For himself, he felt 
a pride and a pleasure in repeating that the feeling 
of New Hampshire was to let this subject alone. 
He had, on a former occasion, very fully express- 
ed his views in relation to this matter. That oc- 
casion must be fresh in the recollection of the Se- 
nate. It wason the presentation of a certain me- 
morial by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, from 
the Society of Friends, praying for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade within the District of 
Columbia. The subject was long before the Se- 
nate; it was much debated; one of the questions in- 
volved in that debate was the right of the people to 
petition Congress for the redress of grievances, and 
the duty of Congress to receive and dispose of their 
memorials. Another question involved in that de- 
bate was, what ought to be done with memorials 
and petitions for the abolition of slavery?) How 
should these be disposed of? These questions were 
fully discussed and debated by many of the mem- 
bers of the Senate. 

He then advocated the right of petition. He 
then maintained that the right was sacred and ab- 
solute in the constituent—that the very Constitution 
of our free anil representative Government pre- 
supposed the existence of such a right in the peo- 
ple. That it was the duty of Congress to receive 
all proper memorials and petitions presented in re- 
spectful language. And he also, on that occasion, 
contended that it would be manifestly unjust to in- 
terfere with thé question of slavery in this District, 
unasked and unsolicited by the inhabitants of this 
District. Since that time, the Legislature of his 
native State had had the subject of slavery generally, 
and particularly slavery as it exists in this District, 
under their consideration. It was referred to a 
select committee, and that committee had made a 
full report, and had recommended the adoption of 
certain resolutions. The report and the resoln- 
tions of the Legislature of New Hampshire were 
before him, and he was happy in adding that they 
fully sustained him in the course he had previous- 
ly pursued. Before he adverted to those resolu- 
tions, he would say a word or two upon the subject 
now immediately claiming the consideration of the 
Senate. The question proposed now does not, as 
he regarded it, at all interfere with the right of pe- 
tition. Itdoes not deny that right; and, so far 
from taking any such course, the Senate had, on 
another occasion, by its express vote, asserted that 
right. The Senator from Kentucky himself advo- 
cated the propriety of receiving this particular pe- 
tition for the avowed purpose of reference; for the 
express object of drawing from the Committee for 
the District of Columbia an argument against the 
prayer of the memorialists. He has not said that 
a vote in favor of the proposition of the Senator 
from Tennessee would in effect take from the me- 
morialists the right of petition. But his wish 
seemed to be to get a report, an argument against 
the object of this memorial. When the petition 
presented by the Senator from Pennsylvania was 
under consideration, it was ordered to be received 
by the vote of the Senate, and the prayer of the 

Same memorial was, on the motion of the same 
Senator, rejected by a vote of 34to 6. The Se- 
nate received the memorial, it is true, and instantly 


_ of the memorial. 


voted to reject it. His friend from Connecticut 
(Mr. Niles) voted with him on that occasion, and 
he was well satisfied that that gentleman was as 
much opposed to the prayer of these memorialists 
as any member of this Senate. 

He could not be ignorant of the views of that 
Senater. He voted to receive the petition, and he 
also voted at the same time to reject the prayer of 
the petition. For the last twenty years, in both 
Houses of Congress, the course pursued has been 
a very decided indication that the abolition of 
slavery in this District, as petitioned for by this 
class of memorialists, ought not to receive favora- 
ble consideration. In both Houses these petitions 
had been committed to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. They had quietly remained 
with that committee till near the close of the ses- 
sion, when the committee had asked to be dis- 
charged from thcir further consideration. These 
memorials had in many instances been received 
and ordered to lie on the table. In only one in- 
stance, according to his recollection, within the last 
twenty years, had these memorials elicited from 
either House of Congress a special report; and 
that able report had been sent forth to the American, 
people very recently. But it had prodgiced no effect 
upon the abolitionists. Within the last two ses- 
sons, the course of the Senate has uniformly been, 
on the presentation of these memorials, to ¢heck 
discussion upon them at once. A motion has 
been made, or what was equivalent thereto, that 
the memorials be not received, and instantly some 
Senator moves to lay that motion on the table 
The effect of this proceeding is to cut off debgte 
and that is the whole effect of it. If the motion be 
adopted, the memorial is necessarily received, and 
goes upon the files of the Senate. 

The Senator from Connecticut objects to this 
course because he says it impairs the right of peti- 
tion. He says he would receive and-then vote to 
lay them on the table, or he would receive and vote 
as he has heretofore done to reject the prayer. ‘The 
course now proposed was in his judgment no denial 
of the right of petition, nor was it any infringement 
of that right. It was merely saying what the Se- 
nate had repeatedly said, and what the other House 
of Congress had repeatedly said, that this subject, 
presented to their consideration as it was, ought not 
to receive the favorable action of the Senate. h 
was merely .saying at this time, under existing 
circumstances, the Senate deem it inexpedient to act 
upon these memorials. This is all that can farrly 
be inferred from the vote to lay the motion of fe- 
ception on the table. And in his judgment it was 
no more disrespectful to the memerialists than the 
course which was formerly adopted, viz: to receive 
and to lay on the table—to receive and reject the 
prayer; and from the view which he had taken 
upon this subject, he was unable to see the force ot 
the objections urged by his friend from Connecticut. 
The adoption of the metion proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Tennessee, cannot, in his view, be cor- 
sidered as equivalent to a vote against the reception 
As he had observed, if the pro- 
posed motion is adopted, the memorial is received 
and placed on the files of the Senate. The whole 
effect of this motion is, then, to preclude debate; 
that the Senate deem it inexpedient at this time to 
legislate on this subject; to lay the whole matter 
upon the table; to do precisely in effect what the 
Senate has invariably done with this class of me- 
morials—to refuse to comply sith or to yield to the 
wishes of the memorialists. He would now, in con- 
clusion, ask leave to read the following resoluuons 
which were adopted by the Legislature of his own 
State at their session in January, 1837: 

“Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentutives in General Court convened, That we re- 
cognise the constitutional right of the several States 
of the Union to exercise exclusive jurisdiction 
within their own limits, on the subject of domestic 
slavery. 

“Be it further resolved, That Congress cannot, 
without a violation of public faith, abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, unless upon the request 
of the citizens of that District, and of the States by 
whom that territory was ceded to the General 
Government. 

“Be it further resolved, That as the Union of the 
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States can only be maintained by abstaining from 
all interference with the laws, domestic policy, and 
peculiar interests of every other State, the conduct 
of those who would coerce our fellow-citizens in 
other States into abolition of slavery, by inflamma- 
tory appeals addressed to the fears of the masters 
and the passions of the slaves, is in the highest 
degree censurable, as tending to alienate one por- 
tion of our countrymen from another, and to 
introduce discord into our sister States, and as a 
violation of that spirit Of compromise in which the 
Constitution was framed, and a due observance of 
which is necessary to the safety of the Union.” 

The first resolution was adopted with great 
‘unanimity, and the second by a vote of one hundred 
and twenty-four to twenty-one. And he verily be- 
lieved that the result of the vote upon those resolu- 
tions was a fair index of popular opinion in that 
State as to the power of Congress over the subject 
of slavery generally, and particularly upon the 
subject of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
According to the sentiment of New Hampshire, it 
wonld be a violation of the public faith to abolish 
slavery in the District of Columbia, unless upon 
the request of the citizens of this District, and of 
the States by whem this District was ceded to the 
General Government. He fully concurred in this 
opinion, and until there shall be such a request 
from this District, and from the States of Virginia 
and Maryland, communicated to Congress, any 
action upon the subject of abolishing slavery in this 
District would be founded in manifest injustice. 

Mr. NILES, in explanation of his former re- 
marks, said he did not approve of crooked courses. 
The gentleman from New Hampshire (Mr. Hub- 
bard) says that the petition is before us if we lay 
it on the table, and that so far, it is received; and 
yet he says that, by laying it on the table, the peti- 
tion is rejected. He (Mr. N.) could not reconcile 
this contradiction. He wished the petition to be re- 
ceived; and he would like to have a good and 
wholesome report from a committee of the Senate 
made upon it. 

Mr. RIVES replied to the argument, that receiv- 
ing the petition, and having a report made, would 
quiet the excitement. Not so: this had been 
already done two years ago. Then, in the other 
House, a select committee, composed chiefly of 
northern men, had presented an ela®orate report, 
and this had been so far from allaying the excite- 
ment, that now gentlemen come forward and tell 
us that the excitement is increased; therefore, it 
would be perfectly nugatory to g0 round the same 
circle again. ‘lo him (Mr. R.) it appeared that 
the most pacificatory course to be pursued was to 
act as hitherto, and to lay the motion to receive 
upon the table. ‘This course he had recommended 
on a former occasion; and he still adhered to that 
opinion. Mr. R. repelled the idea that this course 
involved a violation of the right of petitioning. It 
appeared to him that the petitioners wou!d never be 
satisfied until they got a report in their favor. He 
should, therefore, move again to lay on the table, in 
hopes of silencing for ever this ceaxeless clamor. 

Mr. PRESTON wished to say a single word. 
Once, perhaps, there was a time when these peti- 
tions might have been received; now, however, he 
thought the time had passed by; it was no longer 
safe to receive them. It is stated that the excite- 
ment has increased. Though the doors of Congress 
had been thrown open, and they had been heard, 
yet the fire is spread wider, and is spreading wider 
and wider. Why sv? St is said because the right 
of petitioning is violated; were it not for this, we 
are tol that the excitement would have died away. 
But this assertion is in face of the fact that the 
right of petition was given and secured to the peti- 
tioners. We, the South, said at the time that the 
concession would Jead to more concessions, and so 
it has proved; the fire is not put out, but is kindled 
worse and worse. We went as far as we could go, 
for the sake of peace; we gave an amnesty, we re- 
ceived their petitions, and they are not satisfied. 
Now we say “nulla vestigia retrorsum,” we must 
how go a step further, instead of going backward, 
and do now, as ought to have been done then, 
namely, shut altogether the doors of Congress 
against them. Has the South no sensibilities and 
prejudices to be considered? Has the North only 
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Prejudices, and. feelings, and conscience, to be 
taken into consideration, and have we none? If 
you consider their views, will you net rouse us? 
Will you not interfere with them, for fear of irri- 
tating them; and shall no such regard be paid to us? 

Bat the period for argument with these people is 
past. They demand you to adopt their pringiples 
and policy. The discussion of these matters was 
not agreeable to him, (Mr. P.) He thought that if 
Congress does not protect the South, it will be 
obliged to protect itself. What the South wants is 
peace; let not this question be Jet in to light up the 
torch of discord. Mr. P. said he should not resort 
to disenssion, but to measures, to acts, for the pro- 
tection of the South. The South must be protected, 
and he was disposed to do it quietly if possible; but, 
if not, he would say, with great emphasis, “we will 
protect ourselves.” 

Mr. CUTHBERT said, as the subject had been 
considerably discussed, he should confine himself 
to the remarks which had fallen from several Se- 
nators; and he would confidently ask, whether in 
the history of great affairs, involving the fate or 
the welfare of nations, it had not been found as 
highly, nay, much more important, to adhere to one 
course, than to change it eVen for a better. Mr. C. 
thought it peculiarly so on this subject. ‘The Se- 
nate had been calmed in this case, by the unifor- 
mity of their course, whether it was the best or not. 
It was no forced conclusion, but the dictate of 
common sense, that perseverance in the same 
course would quiet the country. 

But there was another point, on which Mr. C. 
would touch with perfect calmness. Mr. C. would 
not now speak of his regard to the Union; the at- 
tachment of gentlemen tothe Union had been fully 
illustrated. But what were they now told? That 
a certain mode of maintaining the rights of the South 
would overturn those rights; that a mere error, in 
point of order, was to destroy the rights of the 
South. Was this language to be held, that South- 
ern rights rested on so frail a basis that the slightest 
error would overturn them? For the Union Mr. C. 
Was not so much alarmed as others; there was a 
disease in the body politic, which would have its 
course; but the virus would work out in time. 
This dis‘ ase had been imported from Furope, and 
especially from England. Mr. C. suid he was 
astonished at the remarks of a gent!eman of so 
sound sense and extensive information as the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, (Mr. Davis.) 

Mr. PIERCE concurred fully with the Senator 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Preston,) in the opi- 
nion that no valuable end was to be attained by 
discussion here upon this deeply agitating subject, 
and he did not rise to participate in the debate, 
which had sprung up, as_ he believed, most unex- 
pectedly to every member of the Senate. He rose 
merely to express the hope that the motion to lay 
the question of reception on the table might not be 
renewed. He wasin favor of the reception, and 
that question he desired to meet distinctly, and un- 
embarrassed by any other motion. 

When petitions of this character should be re- 
ceived, he would be prepared to act upon them 
without delay: to reject the prayer of the petitions, 
to lay them upon the table, or give them any 
other direction that might be thought best cal- 
culated to silence the agitators, and tranquillize 
the public mind. Asa member of the select com- 
mitee of the other House, of which Mr. Pinckney 
of South Carolina was chairman, he had fully con- 
curred in the sentiments of the repori presented by 
that gentleman at the first session of the twenty- 
fourth Congress; and further examination and re- 
flection had only served to confirm him in the opi- 
nicns which he at that time entertained; but mad 
and fanatical as he regarded the schemes of the 
abolitionists, and deeply as he deplored the con- 
sequences of their course upon ail sections of the 
Union, he could give no vote that might be con- 
strued into a denial of the right of petition, and 
thus enable them to change their position, and 
make up 1 false issue before the couniry. 

Mr. CLAY said he would concur wit! the Sena- 
tor from Georgia, if the Senate, by persisting in 
their past course, could produce the same calmness 
in the country which it had done among them- 
selves. But it was much more important that the 


country shou'd be quiet than the Senate. Afr. C. 
had asked whether the excitement had been -in- 
creased, and by what causes; with ‘he view 
ascertain if any thing could be done Sy the Senate 
to allay the excitement, and render the people 
quiet and Happy. The reply was, that the excite 
meat was extending, and chiefly by the impression 
that the great republican mght of petition had been 
assailed, which the petitioners chose to assert’, by 
acting with those wih whom they really had no 
sympathy. Mr. C. preferred that the two classes 
of petitioners should be separated, to deprive the 
aboliticnists of the advantage of mixing their pecu- 
liar objects with other matters. 

The petitions, Mr. C. said, were first to be re- 
ceived ; but was this all? Was not this under- 
stood to imply deliberation on the question? The 
cold, simple act of reception, followed by an in- 
stant rejection, amounted to not receiving, anc 
must give color to the charge that it is a substan- 
tial denial of the right of petition. [t had been said 
that this was not a case for argument. Nota case 
for argument! What was it that lay at the very 
botiom of all our free institutions? Argument, 
inguiry, reasoning, consideration, deliberation. We 
Were a reasoning people, and it was our greatest 
boast that we possessed reasoning powers capable 
of comprehending the various subjeets relating to a 
free Government. Mr. C. thought the best course 
was to receive these petitions, and refer them to 
the Committe for the District, to act on them as 
they pleased ; and if the country should not then 
be quiet, let them make a report, embodying with 
the argument the various facts relating to the sub- 
ject, several of which Mr. C. enumerated. The 
consequence of this would be, that those who were 
described as fanatics would be separated from those 
who believe:l that the right of petition had been 
assailed. The Senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives) 
had stated that this course had been taken ia the 
other House. But let it be taken by toth Houses 
of Congress. 

Mr. GRUNDY expressed his regret at the view: 


of the Senator from Kentucky. For two years 


past the Senate had pursued the course of laving 
the questions relating to these petitions on the tabie. 
During that time there had been little or no diseus- 
sion in that body; and it was the discuss:oa tn 
Congress that was doing more mischief on the sub- 
ject than any thing else. If the coming in of the 
petitions was to be prevented, how could it be dove! 
By preserving silence upon them. Every tinte the 
petitioners observed discussion in Congres:, they 
were encouraged to proceed ; but if the Senate per- 
sisted in the course to which they had sometime 
adhered, their hopes would be cat off. But if this 
course were now abandoned, they would say tha‘ 
the Senate had been driven to change their grouna, 
and they woald consider it as a gain on their pari. 
And could an abler report be made on the subject 
by any committee than that by the select commit- 
tee of which Mr. Pinckney was chairman? And 
had that produced any effect? Gentlemen said no: 
the excitement was increasing. And could the 
Senate produce any effect by a report? No: it 
would give the petitioners hope that they weuld 
finally prevail. Mr. G. would vote to receive the 
petitions, because he questioned whether a contrary 
vote might not abridge the right of petition. But 
he hoped that for the sake of teaching these people 
that this subject must not be interfered with, they 
would be laid on the table. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he believed that the cours? 
proposed by Mr. Clay was calculated the most of 
all to produce an excitement. If a single step was 
yielded, the fanatical spirit would be reanimated 
with new excitement; and those, therefore, who so 
yielded, incurred a fearful responsibility. Mr. U. 
despaired, as far as the Northern part of the coun- 
try was concerned, onthe question of aboliuion. It 
was interwoven with te political condition of the 
North, in the nature and state of parties; an a 
would ran, and must ran, into their siruggles o: 
State ascendancy. It was impossible to prevent sp 
having a control over the political parties of “a 
North. The great mass of Northern people be- 
lieved that this Southern instituuion was radically 
wrong. The result would be this: that aboliticn 
efforts would begin with the lowest grades of #0- 
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ciety, and by gross misrepresentations, but it would 
go upward and spread; and Mr. C. told a distin- 
gu'sted Senator four years ago, while discussing 
another subject, that the spirit of abolition would 
spring up in the North, and however much he, and 
others like him, were opposed to thé doctrine, it 
would one day spread so as to drive him from pub- 
lic life, or compel him to yield to its dictates. 

The Senator from Kentucky had insisted that 
receiving petitions implied considering, discussing, 
deciding upoa them. Bat in what situation would 
“all this put the Southern States? It would convert 
the halls of Congress into places for the discussion 
of abolition. Mr. C.did not ask how the North 
would be affected ; his object was to keep the South 
united on this subject, with a susceptibility always 
alive. ‘They must first preserve themselves, for 
this was & question involving the very existence of 
the whole South. Their next object was to pre- 
serve the Union; and there was no other course 
for them to dg this but by a united and firm resist- 
ance to these encroachments; and the earlier the 
betier, for the country was sounder to-day than it 
would be to-morrow, and delay would leave it to 
proceed from worse to worse. 

Mr. C. expressed these sentiments on no sec- 
tional ground ; he would prevent, by what he had 
suggested, the destruction of the Union. ‘The mea- 
sure proposed by Mr. Cray, he thought, would fail 
of its object, and he considered the reverse mode 
the best. 

Mr. CLAY said he looked to the whole Union, 
and not to any one part or section more than 
another. But he had no such despondencies as the 


Senator from South Carglina, as to the effects of 


the slave, or any other conceivable question, on the 
Union. He had no fears for the Union; but he 
had a desire to tranquillize every part, and give no 
just cause of complaint to any portion. The 
question was not the same as to slavery in the Dis- 
trict and slavery in the States. But what question 
was that in human affairs, so weak or so strong, 
that it could not be approached by argument and 
reason? This country would, in every emergency, 
appeal to its enlightened judgment, and its spirit of 
union and harmony, and the appeal would not be 
unsuccessful. Mr. C. remembered that, when the 
public mind was sick with discussions on the late 
war, he had said to an illustrious man, now no 
more, We must stop this everlasting discussion, 
this endless diplomacy; let us go to work, and ap- 
peal to the valor of our countrymen to sustain us; 
no other alternative is left us. But he replied, in 
his calm and dignified way—Mr. Cray, recollect 
our institutions rest on public opinion, on reasoning 
and argument. ; 

Mr. Cray had no fear for the Union; and if the 
Senator from South Carolina would propose a joint 
resolution of the two Houses, that the man who 
expressed a doubt in regard to its stability should 
be immediately called to order and stopped, it 
would obtain Mr. C's hearty concurrence. The 
Union would last, he hoped, forever. Mr. C's ob- 
ject was merely to preserve the Union in its true 
spirit; and separate fanaticism from those who 
were capable of listening to reason. There would 
be no loss of ground by arguing; and that cause 
was a bad one which did not admit of reasoning 
upon it. 

But there was cnother recommendation to the 
course which Mr. C. proposed; it would satisfy 
their own consciences. 

Let us show our reasons, (said Mr. C.,) and 
then, if we fail, we shall at least have acquitted 
ourselves of cur duty. The best course was that 
pursned by the Government downto two years ago, 
in which these petitions were often sent to the Dis- 
trict Committee, and there allowed to sleep; or, as 
was sometimes done, followed by reports. Let 
such repos now go the North; Mr. C. knew sen- 
timents in fevor of the (ion were not less ar- 
dently felt there than elsewhere. 

Mr. CALHOUYN said there were cases in which 
reasoning and ars:ment were both sbsurd and 
cowardly. If a man should call him a rogue, 
should he stop toargne the point? There were things 
which were to be met not with reasoning, but with 
instant indignation. Suppose a petition were sent 
here to bara the manufactories of the North, would 
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the Senator stop to reason about such a petitien? 
Or that the property of the rich should be given to 
the poor; "would he reason about that? 

The petitions proposed abolition in the District 
of Columbia; but on what ground? That Congress 
were bound to receive petitions in all cases, to dis- 
cuss and decide upon them. But if they were 
bound to do.so in regard to the District, Mr. C. 
would ask the Senator if the same rule would not 
hold in reference to the States. Were they bound 
to receive petitions for abolition in the States? [Mr. 
C. waited {for areply.] If not, he resumed, then the 
right did not exist at all. The-universal senti- 
ment with the abolitionists was, that abolition in 
the District was the first step to abolition in the 
States. Every abolitionist would say so. The 
first step would be in the District; the next would 
be to destroy the trade between the States, making 
the slaves serfs to the soil; and then an attempt 
would be made to abolish slavery in the States. 
What, then, would be the situation of the South? 
Congress would then discuss their right to proper- 
ty guarantied to them by the Constitution; and the 
Southern man who would permit it thus to be drawn 
into discussion; sacrificed the rights of the South. 
Mr. C. wasin favor of the Union as much as 
others; but unlike the Senator from Kentucky, he 
was not in favor of silence when he saw danger 
approaching. To discern and to announce it was 
the best way to avoid it. The North were not 
well informed on this subject. 

Mr. CLAY remarked, in reply, that the Sena- 
tor had put extreme cases. He might just as well 
have supposed the abolition of the christian reli- 
gion, as the abolition of slavery out of the District. 
But did he not see that his argument went against 
receiving all petitions, as much as Mr. Cray’s was 
in favor of receiving all without distinction? The 
pover of Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict was believed to exist, and Congress had deter- 
mined, by their action, that it was right to receive 
petitions on the subject. Was that to be con- 
founded with a case wiere Congress had certainly 
no power? 

Mr. C. regretted that they could not agree. His 
object was to discover a healing measure; and he 
thought his course the truest one. 

Mr. CUTHBERT replied to the argument of 
Mr. Cray, that it would be the simplest methed 
to allay this excitement, by receiving the petitions 
and giving them consideration, and maintained that 
that argument was to be deprecated, for it would 
cause debate, and raise up a fury of discussion. 
Argument (said Mr. C.) teaches whaf it onght to 
putanend to; it foments what it is intended to 
allay. He solemnly appealed to the Senator from 
Kentucky to maintain his character of peace- 
maker. In former situations he (Mr. Clay) had 
been obliged to relent the severity of his princi- 
ples, and to compromise with the South. Having 
first been a grand disturber in his manufacturing 
zeal, he had been forced to become a grand pacifi- 
cator; he begged him (Mr. Clay) not to d:part now 
from the principle of pacification. 

Mr. WALL having introduced the me*norial, 
wou'd say a few words on the subject before the 
qiestion to lay on the table was put. Mr. W. then 
proceeded to vindicate the character of the peti- 
tioners. They were not, he observed, fanatics; 
they were reasonable, sensible and temperate men; 
and though he (Mr. W.) did not agree with them, 
and though he was ready to say that the prayer of 
ihe petition ought to be rejeeted, yet he was not pre- 
pared, as the gentleman from Sonth Carotina, (Mr. 
Cathoun,) to say that his constituents should come 
to the dcor, and that then it should be shut in their 
frees. The right of petition belonged to the peo- 
ple, and the duty of consideration and respectful 
attention to all the petitions of all citizens of every 
kind belenged to Congress, as a portion of the Go- 
veramen; to the people belonged the right, and to 
the Government appertained the duty of consier- 
ing and attending to thatright. The right of peti- 
tion would interfere with no other rights. The 
South was not rendered insecure in its rights, by 
granting to the North the enjovment of its com- 

“mon and natural rights. Mr. W. insisted that re- 
sort should be had to reason and to argument, in- 
stead of putting down the right of petition by vio- 
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lence and contempt. If the South seeks to stor, 
the mouths of the North, and prevent petit‘ons 
from being heard, by so doing they raise a force 
and arouse an energy which cannot be put down 
The right of petitioning is a very different thing 
from the abolition question, and it is this 
which is now at issue. 

Mr. W. entreated the gentleman from the Sout} 
not to complicate this question, so important to 
hem, by bringing on to the other side the question 
of the right af petition; by changing the issue, and 
setting themselves in opposition to the most sacred 
rights of the people. 

ile (Mr. W.) had no desire to touch one hair of 
the rights of the South; the petitioners felt the same: 
but they thought Congress coald and ought to jp. 
terfere on the question of the slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

This was a question which admitted of argument, 
and ought to receive ca'm consideration. He dif. 
fered with them on the question, but could not see 
how they cou'd be debarred of the right of being 
heard by their servants and representatives, sent 
here expressly to do justice to all, and to maintain, 
not to put down, the rights of the people. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said, he did not rise for the 
purpose of entering upon a general discussion of 
this question. He thought it had already been am- 
ply dise vssed on former oceasions, and that a fur- 
ther discussion of it at this time was to be depre. 
eated. The subject was now fully understood by 
the people. He thought the debate which had 
taken place this day in the Senate would do much 
injury, and tend to revive the irritation and ex. 
ciiement throughout the country, which this ques- 
tion was so well calculated to produce. 

During the session of 1835-6, he had presented 
a petition from a portion of the Society of Friends, 
r-questing Congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Celumbia. And here, in justice to that re- 
spectable society, he must observe, that so far as 
he was acquaialed with them in his own neighbor- 
hood, although they were decidedly opposed \o 
slavery in the abstract, they were not abolitionisis 
os that term was now generaliy understood. The 
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Calhoun,) had 
then objected to the reception of this petition. Up. 
on the question, “Shall the petition be received,” 
the constitutional right of petition was distinctly 
raised. Afier a long, powerful, and interesting de- 
bate, in which he (Mr. B.) had exerted his best ef- 
forts to sustain this right, the petition was received 
by the Senate, by a vote of 36 to 10. The consti- 
tutional right ef petition was thas solemnly recog- 
nised by the Senate. 

After this petition had thns been.received by the 
Senate, he (Mr. B.) had made a motion to reject 
the praver of the petition. This opened a discus- 
sion upon the question, Shall slavery be abolished 
in the District of Columbia or not? After a long 
debate, it was decided in the negative: only six Se- 
nators voting against his motion. 

Now it has been said that this course of proceed- 
ing had interferred with the right of petition; but 
with what justice? Had not these petitions been re- 
ceived by a solemn vote of the Senate; and had not 
their prayer been deliberately considered, discussed, 
and rejected? The right of petition had been as 
clearly maintained, and the subject had been as 
distinetly brought before the Senate, as if the peti- 
tions had been referred to a committee. In the 
first place, the petitions had been received; aud 
then the Senate had decided that slavery ought no! 
to he abolished in the District of Columbia, anc 
that their prayer ough} to be rejected. 

After these solemn proceedings had taken place, 
were the Senate bound, whenever a new petilion 
of a similar character was presented, again and 
again, on each succeeding day, to discnss and de- 
cide the right of petition? 

This course would have exasperated the feeling» 
of the people, interfered with the transaction of the 
business of the couniry, and must have resulied as 
it had resulted before. In this situation, the course 
was adopted, in the session of 1836-7, of moving to 
lay the question of the reception of these petitions 
upon the table. This was the only mode of avoid- 
ing everlasting debate. It left the former decision 
in favor of the right of petition in full force, and 
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mere'y decided that we would not then again dis- 
cuss and decide that question, This motioa decided 
nothing whatever but that we would defer the deci- 
sion of the question to a more convenient season, 
and would not suffer it to interfere with the trans- 
action of the current daily business of the Senate. 
The motioa to lay upon the table decides nothing 
but that the subjeet shall lie upon the table for that 
day, Subject to be again called up for consideration 
at any future day. )The motion prevailed by a 
majority of 31 to 15; and this has been the course 
ever since pursued by the Senate. . 

Upon reflection, (Mr. B. said,) he never had 
been better satisfied with the course which he had 
purs 1ed on any question than that now before the 
Senate. He should now purposely avoid saying 
any thing more upon the subject. Let us enter at 
this momnent upon a discussion of this question, 
and the debate will continue for weeks, and will 
light up a flame over the whole country. We 
have already solemnly discussed and decided the 
question. Let us now adhere to that decision 
firmly. He should not have risen to say a word, 
had it not been asserted that to vote to lay the 
motion of recepion upon the table was inconsis- 
tent with the right of petition, a right which he had 
always asserted and should ever mainiain. 

Mr. HUP.BARD here renewed the motien to lay 
the motion to receive the petitions on the table; 
which motion was decided in the athrmative, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roan, Robinson, 
Sevier, Strange, Walker, White, and Young—25. 

NAYS—Messts Allen, Clay of Kentueky, Clay- 
ton, Critten:'en, Davis, Knight, McKean, Morris, 
Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of 
C: nnecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swilt, Talimadge, 
Tipton, Wall, and Willams—20. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the memorial of L. D. 
Teakle, of Maryland, presenting a plan of national 
currency: referred to the Committee on Finance, 
end ordered to be printed. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. SEVIER introduced a 
bill to ratify and confirm certain acts of John Pope, 
late Governor of Arkansas: read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. FULTON jutroduced a bill for the relief of 
suntry citizens of Arkansas, who lust their im- 
provements in consequence of a treaty between the 
United Stites and the Chectaw Indians. 

Mr. KING presented the petiuon of Wm. Sla- 
cum; which was ordered to be printed. 

Several other petit ons were presented ; and 

The Senate adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, December 19, 1837. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Secretary of War, 
which was Jaid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

‘Also 2 message from the President of the United 
States, in obedience to a resolution of the 12h of 
October last in relation to the treaty ,with the 
Chociaw Indians, and the expenses incurred in 
re‘ation to the same. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. 

Numercus private petitions were presented by 
Messrs. MeKEAN, CLAY of Alabama, NOR- 
VELL, RIVES, and others, and «thers removed 
from files, and again referred to appropriate com- 
inittees. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial from two com- 
panies of Missouri volunteers, commanded by Capt. 
David R. Atchison and Smith Crawford, claming 
pay, &c.: referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. Also, memorial from the Legislature of 
Missouri, for a port of entry at the town 
of Independence, in that State, and for draw- 
back of daties on goods re-exported to Mexi- 
Co; also for the establishment of a land office at 
the town of Liberty, in Missouri: referred to Com- 
mittee on Commerce. Also a memoria! from the 
trustees of the Wisconsin University, praying the 
donat.on of a tuact of land: referred to the Com- 
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mittee on the Public Lands. Also a memorial 
froin the heirs of De Villemont, praying confirma- 


tion of their claim to a tract of land: referred 


to the Commitiee on Private La@#d Claims 
Also, a memorial from Humphrey Marshall, 


stating thatthe payment of his pension had been 
suspended until a certain sum of money reerived 
by hin should be refunded, praying that the said pen- 
sion be released: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. Also, a petition from Jos. Piaey, for payment 
of claims for advances made to Gen. Geo. Roger: 
Ciark in his campaign against the Indians curing 
the Revolutionary war: referred to the Co; 

on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a memorial and certain 
resolutions from the Legislature of Verincut, ip 
relation to Texas and slavery in ihe District of 
Columbia. Mr. S. said he would move that 
this paper be printed and laid on the table. 

Mr. NORVELL of Alabama called for the read- 
ing of the document. 

The Secretary having read the document, 

Mr. KING rose and said he considered it an 
infamous libel and insult on the South, let it come 
from what qnarter it would; it was a false state- 
ment in relation to the people of the South, when 
it charzed them with disregard for the laws, and he 
expressed his surprise that gentlemen should present 
such papers which they could not but fel were 
untrne. If it be so deep a disgrace to receive 
into this Union a State tolerating slavery, bow 
was it we have been, and still continue, together? 
Coming trom a State, if it had been couched 


in 
proper terms, he would not have objected to fay it 
on the table; but the language and import were of 


such a nature that he shoul. be compelled to vote 
against its reception. He would not have voted 
Mr. SWIFT hoped he should never prove so 
recreant to the interest of his consiituents, as to re- 
fuse the perfirmance of his duty, especially to pre- 
sent resvlutions coming from the Legis 
his State. The document was the i:esu't 
party effort, it was the united voice of tho whole 
State of Vermont, and he hoped to ieceive no 
censure for rendering due obedience to instructions 
emanating from so high authority. 
Mr. CALHOUN deemed the present moment 
one of the deepest importance. A greai siep had 
been taken in the progress of events. ‘ihe circum. 
stance of the morning had come upon iita wholly 
unexpected. He had never heard that the re- 
solvtions in question had been passed by the 
Vermont Legislainre; yet he might have aneipa- 
ted as much. He had long foreseen the present 
state of things; and now the time had actually 
come, when it was to be determined whether we are 
longer tu remain as one uniled and happy people, 
or whether this blessed Union was to he dissolved 
by the hand of violence.  Vermoit has struck a 
deep and dangerous blew into the vitals of our 
confederacy. It was a time for action, and he 
conld not, would not, entertain the idea of rejecting 
or losing sight of the document before the Senate, 
but as he was unprepared at present to act on the 
subject, he would move that the memorial be 
laid upon the table, pledging himself not 
to oppose the Senator from Vermont, sheuld he see 
fitto cali it up hereafter; and more, won!d eall it 
up himself when he had time to prepare bis mind 
for action on the subject: determined the subject 
should not rest until it had received the final action of 
he Senaie. It was his belief that the Nerth 
were sound in the matter at issue, but some 
seemed even to prefer the prevalence of this dan- 
gerous doctrine to the preservation and continu- 
ance of the Union, His mind was unalierably 
fixed, and nothing should prevent him from putting 
his views into execution. ; 
Mr. MORRIS thought some respect was due to 
the source whence these resolutions had emanated 
—the Legislamre of Vermont—and hoped they 
would at least be laid on the table, and be printed. 
Mr. CALHOUN had no objection to the print- 
ing, nor would he, if laid on the table, suffer it to 
remain there a long time. . 


Mr. CUTHBERT called for the reading of the 
fifth resolution : granied. 


Mr. ALLEN said: [ wish, with the consent of 
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the Seuate, to make an observation or two, exp!s- 
}) Ratory of the position which 1 cecapy upen thie sul 
jeet of this and all ltindred petitions and nv 
morials. In order to do this, it ts necessary to state 
my views as to the effect of the pending moths 
|} Which is the same as that made yesterday, on the 
presentauion of ihe petition toabolish slavery in ths 
District. 

This motion has, in my judgment, the etfect 
refusing to receive the petition; and it is for this rea 
}} son only that I will now, as I did in a like case 
yesterday, Voie against it. But itis said that such i« 


notthe etfeet. | will state the proposition in a form 
which will itself test this question. One Senator 
preseats a petition; another Senator makes 






























a motion that the petition be not received ; 
a third Senator moves to lay that motion upon the 


table. ‘This latter motion, if successful, puts an 
end to the business. Now, I ask, where is the pe- 
tition? Is it in the Senate? Certainly not: be- 


cause the very form of the motion that the petition 
be not received, is a declaration that it has not been 
received, and the very object of that motion is to 
prevent tt from being received. If the petition hed 
already deen received, then the motion pot te receiv’ 
would be absurd, and the other motion to lay that 
motion on the table would efleect nothing, bee sss 
the sole object of this latter motion 


sto exclude 
the petitien. If this be not its objee!, what isi? That 
such are the object and effect of this laticr molen is 


evident from the fact, thatafit be agreed to, the 
petition is then not in the Senate, and this is equally 
evident from the fact that the Senate cannot pro- 
ceed to take any further order on the petiuon. It 
is, therefore, clear that the effect of the motion now 
before us is to refuse to receive the petition; an‘, 
as 1 am not prepared to deny the right of 
petition, [I shali, for that reason, vole against 
the motion. But I do not understand the 
right of petition to involve eonsequences sé 
exiensive as those asenbed w it, yesterday, by 
the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay.) The 
right of the citizen to petition, carries with it an 
obligation on the Senate to hear—to receive hi 
petition, and leaves the Senate no discretion o1 
the question of reception, it the subject matter © 
the petition be within the constitutional rights o1 
the citizen, and within the constitutional com- 
petency of Congress. But when the pet- 
tion has been received, then it becomes a 
raatter of discretion with the Senate, as 
what disposition shall be made of it: wheth 
it shall be laid upon the table, reterred, or other- 
wise disposed of. Either of theze acts is an aet ot 
deliberation, of judgment, of discretion. They 
are acisof a deliberative body. responsible not ty 
the individual petitioner, but to the nation and tothe 
States fur these and all other acis. The ght 
of the citizen to petition in the cases I have sup- 
posed, is coercive upon the Senate so far as re- 
ception is in question; and then the rigbi of the 
whole people, and the States acting through the 
Senate, commences, and the Senate, as their repr: 
sentative, must, m the exercise of this righ!, exec: 
its own discretion ever the subject of the p 
tition; but if this cvercive right of the eit: 
zen continue efter jhe petition is received, and 
extend to ihe mode in which it shali be treated, 
and the disposition which shall be made ot if bi 
the Senate, then it would lose the character of a 
peltftion, and assume that of an erder. | 
this be admitied, the Senate would no longer 
enjoy the tacnlty of deliberation, aud one 
man coming forward, in the character. of 
a petitioner, might compel the grant of 
the object he desired, and would control the entire 
legislation of Congress. Such would be the ten- 
dency of the principle, that the right of the peti- 
tioner extended to the manner in wi I¢1 his peuuon 
should be disposed of. 

I, therefore, shall vote against this motwn, as 
I did that on yesterday, because | acknowledge the 
right of petition, and the correlative obligation on 
the Senate to receive it. And then, sir, as L do not 
avqniesce in the prayer of the petitioner, nor admit 
his right to control the action of the Senate on. his 
petition after it has been received, I will vote for a 
motion to lay the petition on the table. Upon this 


ground I stand. 
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Mr. CLAY of Kentucky hoped that the memo- 
rial would be withdrawn by the Senator from Ver- 
mont, ard to give notice that he would introduce it 
ata fat we day, when the Senate was more pre 
pared to pet. 

Mr. PRESTON had no objection to the with- 
drawal, but wished that the document might be 
printed for the use ot the Senote. 

Mr. SWIFT inquised if in case of withdrawal 
the printing would be done? 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama contended that the 
Senator had no right to withdraw; the memorials 
were now in the possession of the Senate. 

Mr. SWIFT expressed his willingness to with- 
draw, but should certainly present the memorial 
again. No threats from any quarter would pre- 
vent him from doing his duty to his constituents. 

Mr. KING asked the Senator from Vermont to 
repeat his last remarks. 

Mr. SWIFT complied. 

Mr. KING demanded if the language had per- 
sonal allusion to himself. 

Mr. SWIFT had no allusion to any Senator in 
particular, but there had been threats relative toa 
dissolution of the Union. 

Mr. CALHOUN. The honorable Senator must, 
then, allude to me. I have made frequent allu- 
sions to the dissolution of the Union. Whatever 
I said, 1 meant. I am able to defend my ground, 
but I make no threats toward any Senator. My 
feelings on this momentous subject, and my re- 
marks, are peblic, not private, in their bearing. 

Mr. SWIFT withdrew his memorial, and gave 
notice that he would introduce it again on Tuesday 
next. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee en Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting additional compensation in land to the 
officers and men who composed the battalion of 
twelve months’ Alabama volunteers, who served in 
the late campaign in Florida, under the command 
of Lieut. Col. Caulfield, and in like proportions to 
the families of those who fell in battle or died of 
wounds received, or diseases contracted, during said 
term of service. 

Mr. RIVES introduced a bill to establish and 
reguiate navy rationsand for other purposes: re- 
ferred to the Commiitee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported a bill to amend the Sth section of 
the act of 3d June, 1834, for the better organiza- 
tion of the marine corps, without amendmert. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to alter and amend the act 
for the punishment of certain crimes agaist the 
United States, passed 1790, with amendments. 

Also a bill amending the acts respecting the judi- 
cial system of the United States. 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill authorizing the 
erection of a hespital in the city of Washington; 
which was passed to a second reading. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nanee, reported a bill to revoke the charters of 
such banks of the District of Columbia as shall not 
resume specie payments by the Ist of May, 1838. 

Mr. PRENTISS introduced a bill to establish a 
Board of Commissioners to examine and hear claims 
against the United States: referred to the Committee 
on the Jndiciary. 

Mr. LINN introduced a bill authorizing the 
Washington Turnpike Company of Missouri to 
construct a road through the public lands: referred 
to Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also a bill to settle contested claims that have 
arisen under the pre-emption laws: referred to 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill to provide for the 
payment of horses and other property lost or de- 
stroyed in the military service of the United States: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. FULTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
eney of granting a half section of land to all set 
ters who shall continue to occupy and cultivate, 
for a limited time, any of the public lands bor- 
dering on the eountry to which the Indian tribes 


have been removed, as a means of adding to the 
defence and security of States so situated. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, it was 

Resolve, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
inquire into the expediency of authorizing the Se- 
cretary of War to make certain experiments in 
projectiles, at the public expense. 

Resolutions were introduced and adopted in- 
quiring into the expediency of raising the salaries 
of the United States judge of the western district of 
Virginia ; also that of the judge and district attor- 
ney for the district of Indiana; a!so the judge of 
the district of Mississippi ; and increase the pay of 
jurors attending the United States courts. 

The bills to allow drawback on imported hemp, 
when manufactured in this country; to remit the 
duties on goods destroyed at the fire in New York ; 
and to designate the boundary line between the 
State of Michigan and the Territory of Wisconsin, 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

The Senate went into Executive business, and 
shortly after 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvrespay, December 19, 1837. 

Mr. EVERETT was announced as appointed 
to fill the vacancy on the Committee of Ways and 
Means, occasioned by the resignation of Mr. 
BRIGGS. 

Mr. HAYNES rose and asked .the unanimous 
consent of the House to submit a motion that the 
House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, on the reference 
of the President’s Message ; but withdrew it tem- 
porarily at the request of 

Mr. EVERETT, who remarked that he was not 
present when the journal was read, but was inform- 
ed that he had been anounced as appointed on the 
Committee of Ways and Means, to supply the 
place of the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. 
Fletcher) vacated some days ago. Considering 
what took place, Mr. E. said he could not, consis- 
tently with the friendship and the high respect he 
bore that gentleman, accept the appointment. He 
added that he had come to this conclusion from his 
own sense of propriety, without consulting any one. 
Heftherefore asked to be excused from serving on 
that Committee, which was accorded by the House, 
and the vacancy directed to be filled by the Chair. 

REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE, 

The motion of Mr. HAYNES having been agreed 
to, the House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. ADAMS 
in the Chair, on the reference of various portions 
of the President’s Message to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees. 

The question pending was on agreeing to the 
modified resolution of Mr. HAYNES, to refer 
every thing embraced in the Message on the sub- 
ject of the finances of the country, to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

The resolution was sustained, at length, by 
Messrs. DUNCAN and HOLSEY, 

And opposed by Messrs. WILLIAMS of Ten- 
nessee and GUSHING. 

Mr. CUSHING concluded his remarks by sub- 
mitting the following amendment to the resolution: 

Wherv as the influence of the Executive Depart- 
ment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution, continued to increase. and ought 
to be diminished. 

Resolved, therefore, That in order to correct the 
said abuse, so much of the President's Message 
as relates to the collection, safe keeping, and trans- 
fer of the public moneys be referred to — 
with instructions to report—- 

First, Such method of keeping the public trea- 
sure, effects, and other property, as in the judg- 
ment of said committee shall most conduce to pro- 
mote the welfare, and to rescue the liberties of. the 
people, and 

Secondly, Such other reform in the practice of 
the Government, as in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the admininistration thereof to the stan- 
dard of the original purity of the Constitution. 
~ On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the com- 
mittee rose at the suggestion of Mr. Camprerene. 


’ 


Mr. CUSHING moved that his resolution be 
p inted, which was agreed to. 

‘The SPEAKER laid before the House a com. 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, trans- 
mitting a report of the examination of the waters 
of New York bay and vicinity, in reference to the 
establishment and construction of dry docks: 
which, on motion of Mr. REED, was referred {,, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 2 
communication from the Secretary of War, trans- 
mitting reports of the Paymaster General, accom- 
panied with copies of documents relative to certain 
claims of Indian volunteers: on motion of Mr. 


. FILLMORE, laid on the table. 


On motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, December 20, 1837. 

Mr. GRUNDY presented petitions from sundry 
citizens of Wisconsin, praying that, West Wis. 
consifi may by laid off in a separate territory. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from Major 
Alphonsa Wetmore, praying an increase of 
pension. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented a petition from C. 
and J. , praying remission of duties on two 
iron steamboats imported. Also, a memorial from 
Mathew St. Clair Clark, praying relief. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from Col. Charles 
Morgan, praying a grant of two tracts of land in 
Louisiana. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of Lucy Eaton, 
praying for relief as widow of a Revolutionary 
pensioner. Also, that the petition of Erastus 
Perry be taken from the file, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KING presented a memorial of citizens 
of Springfield, Sprigg county, Alabama, praying 
alteration of a mail route. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Wisconsin, praying an ex- 
tension of the right of pre-emption in their cases. 

Mr. RIVES presented the petition of the heirs 
of Dr. Horton, a Revolutionary Surgeon, for relief. 

The above petitions were ali appropriately re- 
ferred. 


Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill abolishing public executions 
in capital eases; which was twice read. 

Also, a bill to amend the Jndicial system of the 
United States. 


Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph Burton and Peter Bucher and others: read 
twice. ‘ 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of the Nan- 
tucket Steamboat Company: read twice. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committe on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to authorize examiners to in- 
quire into the merits of A. P. Jamby’s invention of 
testing the relative strength of steam boilers: read 
twice. 

On moiion of Mr. CALHOUN, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to tran¥mit to the Senate a copy of a report by 
Colonel Long, of the engineers, relating to the 
Western and Atlantic railroad of the State of 
Georgia, with the accompanying map. 


Mr. C. made some few explanatory remarks 
relative to the importance of the projected im- 
provement. It would connect the States of the 
Auantic with the Mississippi at the most central 
point of the Western country, and could not fail of 
producing more beneficial results to the Western 
and Southern country than any internal improve- 
ment heretofore adopted. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed t@ inquire into the expediency ol 
providing, by law, for the election, by the cities of 
the District of Columbia, of a Delegate to the 
House ef Representatives, to represent in Congress 
the interests of the said cities. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
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yiding, by law, for the punishment of persons 
guilty of forgery or counterfeiting foreign coins. 

Mr. PRESTON introdueed a bill explanatory of 
an act establishing the pay of brevet officers: 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. GRUNDY introduced a bill to extend the 
charter of the Franklin Insurance Company: read 
twice and referred. : ‘ 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill for the relief of 
the widow of Dr. C. Clitherall, surgeon in the Re- 
yolutionary army: read twice, and ordered to be 

inted. 

PM. TIPTON introduced a bill to provide for 
the security of Indian and other emigrants west of 
the Missouri and Arkansas: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LINN introduced a bill for the relief of 
Thomas H. Smith: referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill relinquishing re- 
versionary interests of the United States to certain 
Indian reservations of lands in Illinois: referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. PRENTISS introduced a bill to continue in 
foree an act to provide for persons disabled by 
wounds received in the Revolutionary war: re- 
ferred to the Commmittee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. WALL, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
vising the laws in relation to the punishment of 
United States criminals in certain cases. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War communi- 
cate the result of the surveys in Kenebeck river. 

Mr. BENTON introduced a bill for the relief of 
the clerk in the office of the Attorney General. 

Also, a bill to increase the compensation of the 
chief clerk in the Adjutant General’s office. 

Also, a bill to provide for the uniform payments 
for horses lost in the service of the United States. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to restrain the issue of small notes in 
the District of Columbia was taken up in Cem- 
mittee of the Whole, when 

Mr. WRIGHT ebserved, that as this bill was 
connected with one of a similar character reported 
yesterday, he thought it would perhaps be better 
‘0 defer its further consideration until to-morrow, 
when both might be acted on together; and he 
would therefore make a motion to that effect. 
Agreed to. 

The bill to authorize Peter Warner to purchase 
a certain half-section of land in Indiana; 

Also, the bill for the relief of J. H. Pickering ; 
were taken up and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, December 20, 1837. 

Mr. COFFIN, member elect from the State of 
Ohio, appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. POPE was appointed on the Committee of 
Ways and Means, to fill the vacancy therein. 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
ofthe Union, on the resolutions to refer the diffe- 
tent subjects embraced in the President’s Message 
\o appropriate standing committees: lost 

The first business in order was the motion made 
by Mr. SLADE, on Monday, to refer two memo- 
rials, presented by him on that day, praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia to a select committee. 

Mr. SLADE addressed the House at great 
length on the subject. He commenced by re- 
marking that the business of the country was 
transacted here, by a reference of all subjects to 
their appropriate committees, and that matters of 
the most trivial nature met with no opposition to 
such reference. But no sooner did any member 
present a memorial relating in the slightest degree 
to a certain subject, the abolition of slavery, than it 
was direetly attacked and placed under prohibition 
He said that were he to present a petition from acon- 
stituent involving the small sum of twenty dollars, 
even that would not be denied a reference, inas- 
much as it might involve an important principle ; 








but here were a large class of petitions, signed by 
hundreds of thousands, asking the action of Con- 
gress on a subject of the greatest interest, and yet 
they were disposed of with no ceremony at all. 
He then alluded to the course pursued by certain 
members in opposition to such petitions, and ex- 
prsssed his belief that all the movements in relation 
to the subject had been preconcerted with the regu- 
larity of clockwork. 

Mr. WISE explained that, as he had hitherto 
taken upon himself to oppose the reference of such 
petitions, he would say, once for all, that as far as 
his knowledge was concerned, there had been no 
preconcert in relation to the opposition to this sub- 
ject, neither had he received any intimation from 
the Speaker, or any one else, as to the mode of 
proceeding. 

Mr. DAWSON wished to ask the gentleman 
from Vermont if he intended to include him in the 
charge of preconcerting measures in opposition to 
the subject. 

Mr. SLADE disclaimed any intention of imput- 
ing dishonorable motives to the gentlemen who had 
thought it their duty to adopt such acourse. He 
would not say but that they had acted from pure 
and conscientious motives; but he had stated what 
his own impression was, and what must be the 
impression of all who had observed the course pur- 
sued. 

Mr. S. then made the motion to refer the memo- 
rials to a select committee, with instructions to re- 
port a bill providing for the abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. LEGARE hoped the gentleman from Ver- 
mont would allow him to make a few remarks 
before he proceeded further. He sincerely hoped 
that gentleman would consider well what he was 
about before he ventured on sach ground, and that 
he would take time to consider what might be its 
probable consequences. He solemnly entreated 
him to reflect on the possible results of such a 
course, which involved the interests of a nation and 
acontinent. He would warn him, not in the lan- 
guage of defiance, which all brave and wise men 
despised, but he would warn him in the language 
of a solemn sense of duty, that if there was “a spi- 
rit aroused in the North in relation to this subject,” 
that spirit would encounter another spirit in the 
South full as stubborn. He would tell them that, 
when this question was forced upon the people of 
the South, they would be ready to take up the 
gauntlet. He concluded by urging on the gentle- 
man from Vermont to ponder well on his course 
before he ventured to proceed. 

Mr. SLADE again resumed his remarks; and 
aftar proceeding for some time, he entered into an 
argument touching the subject of slavery in the 
State of Virginia, and was about to read a paper 
on the same subject, whereupon 

Mr. WISE interposed, and said that the gentle- 
man had been discussing slavery in the South, 
slavery in the State of Virginia, slavery in his dis- 
trict; and he now asked his colleagues to retire. with 
him from that hall. 

Mr. HOLSEY made the same request to his col- 
leagues from Georgia, and expressed a hope that the 
whole southern delegation would retire. 

Mr. GRANTLAND also joined in the same 
wish. 

Mr. RHETT. The whole of the delegation of 
South Carolina has already signed an agreement. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. One remark, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr SLADE. I claim the floor. 

The CHAIR. Does the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia rise to a question of order? 

Mr. ROBERTSON. No, sir. 
one observation. 

Mr. RHETT. I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. ROBERTSON. I wish simply to propose 
to the Southern delegation— 

Mr. RHETT. I rise toa point of order. The 
question of order ix, whether the member from 
Vermont has a right to go into the consideration of 
slavery in the State of Virginia? I say he has not; 
and if it is insisted upon, I request the whole 
Southern delegation to go into the room of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. 

The CHAIR reminded the House that he had 
repeatedly interposed when the gentleman from 


I wish to make 
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Vermont had been going into the question of slavery 
in the States. He was not permitted to give his 
own opinions, but they might readiiy be inferred by 
the House. He felt it his duty to state, that if it 
were possibly in his power to allay excitement, and 
to prevent discussions of this sort, he would do it. 

Mr. TURNEY rose, he said, to a question of 
order. 

Mr. SLADE. [ask leave to read a paper, and 

to state what that paper is. 
Mr. GRANTLAND. I object to the reading of 
it. 
The CHAIR. 
seal. 

Mr. JOUNSON of Maryland. Will it be in 
order, Mr. Speaker, to take the sense of the House 
whether the member from Vermont shall be per- 
mitted to proceed? 

The CHAIR replied negatively. 

Mr. McKAY. Mr. Speaker, has not the mem- 
ber from Vermont been deciared out of order? 

The CHAIR. He has. 

Mr. McKAY. Then has he a right to proceed? 

The CHAIR. No gentleman has raised that 
question. 

Mr. McKAY. Then, sir, | make that question. 
I object to his proceeding. I object to his resum- 
ing his remarks, and I hope the House will not 
permit him. 

The CHAIR then, under the rule, directed Mr. 
Save to take his seat, and pronounced the gentle- 
man out of order for discussing the question of sla- 
very in the State of Virginia. Referring to the 22:1 
rule, the Cuair added that the gentleman coult no 
longer proceed without the leave of the ELouse; and 
he was about to propound the question, when 

Mr. SLADE said he wished to state the posi- 
tion in which he stood. I propose, said he, to read 
a single paper 

Mr. TURNEY. 
proceeding at all. 

The CHAIR said the rule was imperative. The 
gentleman could not proceed, under the question 
made by Mr. McKay, without leave of the House. 

Mr. SLADE. The question now is, whether it 
is in order for me to ask for the reading of a paper. 

The CHAIR: The other question is also before 
the House, and must be decided by its vote, with- 
out debate. 

Mr. SLADE. I ask if I am ont of order while 
proceeding with the leave of the House, going on 
for atleast twenty minutes, and then merely asking 
leave to read a paper. 

The CHAIR states that his power to commence 
was when the question of order was made. There- 
after, the rule was imperative, directing its de- 
cision without debate. 

Mr. SLADE, (who was still on his feet) Mr. 
Speaker— 

The CHAIR. The gentleman will take his seat. 

Mr. SLADE then pledged himself, if the House 
would permit him to resume, not to discuss the 
question of slavery in the States. 

The CHAIR then propounded the question to 
the House that the gentleman from Vermont have 
leave to proceed. 

Mr. ALLEN asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. RENCHER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SLADE asked for the yeas and nays; whieh 
were ordered, and were—yeas 106, nays 63. 

Mr. CAMPBELL then gave notice that the 
southern delegations were then assembled in the 
room of the Committee for the District of Columbia; 
and he said he was instructed by their committee 
to request the attendance of all gentlemen repre 
senting slaveholding interests on that floor imme 
diately. 

The House then adjourned. 


The gentleman will take his 





1 object to the gentleman's 





IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, December 21, 1837. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas: laid on 
the table. 

Mr. LUMPKIN presented the petition of the 
Georgia Railroad Company, praying the remit. 
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tance of duty on certain iron spikes imported for 
s id road in 1832: referred to ‘he Committee on 
Rods and C 

Numerous petitions of a private natore were 
presented by Niessrs, RIVES, "} ALLMADGE, 
WALL, BLACK. and ot l 
and appropriate referr: 

Mr. LINN moved to t fy 
lowing memor:als and petition 

Memorial of ihe fixsourt for the 
estabish nent of twnarine h tifs on the northe 
lakes: referred to Commuts n Commerce. 
memorial of the same, that all ie lands] 
as vot worth saiveying, be trendered to the 
States: 4 to Committee on Public Lands. 
A’so, memorwil ¢ the same for an extension of 
the right of pre-emption, and for a graduation of 
the price of public land in proportion to its quality: 
referred to Committee on Puiie Lands. Also, 
memorial of the same, that the terms of the Untied 
States district court be held alternately at St. Louis 
and Jefferson city: referred. Also, of the same, to 
chance the location of school lands where they 
may prove unproductive or valueless: reierred 
Also, of the same, for a zrant of 500,000 acres, 
(a modest request.) of land for the purposes of eda- 
cation: reterred. Also, from the inhabitants of 
Palmyra district to be allowed the benefit of pre- 
emption iat referred. Also, from the Legisiature 
of Missouri, for an additional Ja: strict: referred. 
Alo, from the same, to have annexed to the 
Siaie an Indian re-ervation of land, between the 
Mississippi and Des Moines rivers: referred. Als 
of citizens of Ch ye ty, for an additional land 


ofhiee in Ni i terTred, Alse, two memoria's 


iners, vi 


refer 


frora the s inty, fort same purpose. Also, 
num St. Louis, for indemnity 
i'ren ‘} Loy vr > referred, 
yion to os» 
yor and Alder 

m of any claim t ar! within the 

the common in that city. Also, the mus- 
ter-roll of Capt. Sievenson’s company of Missenri 
volunteers, mustered into service in 1829: referred. 
Also, petition ol represeitative of Philip Pieviere, 
to be contirmed in their claim to a tract of land: re- 
ferred. Also, of Michael Busbois, for remuneration 
for property taken at Prairie da Chien in 1816, by 
order of an officer of the United States army: 
reierred. Also, of sundry citizens of Wisconsin, 
for the creation of a board of commissioners to set- 
tle claims to lots in certain towns in that Territory: 
referred. Also, of citizens ef Wisconsin, for the 
construction of a road from Milwankie to Cass- 
ville, and from Chicago to Green Bay: referred. 
Also, of Major W. V. ¢ ot the United States 
army, for pay on account ef his brevet rank: re- 


yO 


ferred. Also, of Charles Hott, tor a donation of 


land, to remunerate him fer recruiting services in 
the last war: referred. Also, of the Assembly 
Wisconsin, fora depot of arms, ammunition, ete.: 
referre!. Also, of the same, for an appropriation 
for a read from lake Michigan to Mississippi river: 
referred. Also, ot Jean B. Valle, to be per- 
mitted to locate a tract of land, reserved un- 
der the treaty of 1818 with the Delaware Indian 
Also, of the Asserably of Wisconsin, for the ap- 
propriation of the proceeds of certain town lots to 
the erection of harve ‘ie, in said towns: re- 
ferred, Also, « }. MS‘ nne!l, for 
for property take © enemy during the late 
war: referred Isa, “tizens of Wisconsin, 
for the passace "2 pre-emption law: 
Also, of the Assembly of Wisconsin, for a road 
from Fort Winnebago to intersect the read from 
Chicago to Green Bay: referred. Also, of the 
same, for a road from Fort Howard to Winnebago, 
and from Green Bay to Lake Michigan: 
Also, of heirs of Antoine Pettier, tor money ad- 
vanced to General Clark’s reciment in L780; re- 
ferred. Also, of J. Groin and S. Fuosait, for 
permission to locate unsurveyed | ! , 
the Assembly of Wisconsin 
ing pre-emption rights: referred 3. 
Beauchamp, to enter a tract of land located by 
him by mistake: referred. <A’so, « f Lieut. S. L. 
Alexander, to be allowed pay as aid-de-camp: re-w 
ferred. Also, of H. Perrine, for a grant of land 
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for the encouragement of the growth of trosice! 
plants: referred. Also, of V. D. Rease and Co. 
for right to corstiuct a railroad through public 
lands from the Mineral district to Missis s:ppiuiver: 
referred. Also, of Job Wi od, a soldier of the lats 
war, for a pension: referred. 
Wisconsin, for a road from Milwautie to Cass- 
ville, and from Chicago to Green Bay: referred. 
Also, from the same, fora similar purpose: refer- 
red. Also, of James Baggy, for leave to correct 
an error in the entry of a iract of land: referred. 
A Ls {f J. Crow, a soldier of the late war, for a 
pension. Also, of the authorities of St. Louis, for 

appre priauon io femovea2 bar OpPposi e tne Cuy : 
relerred. 

Mr. PRESTON int 


Oe nee a 


xluced a bill explanatory 
of an act regulating pay and emoument of 
officers: read and referred io the Com- 
mittce on Milnmary Affairs. 

Mr. BLACK introduced a bill giving effect to 
ihe Sih article of the treaty of 1819 with Spain : 
read and relerred to the Commitice on Foreiga 
Relations. 

Mr. CALHOUN introduced a bill for the relief 
of Capt. Samuel Wallace: referred. 

Mr. TIPTON reported a bili granting an appro- 
priation for an extension of the Cumberiand read 
through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hhavis: 
read and ordered to a second reading. 

(This graut ameunts to one million one hundred 
thousand dollars.) 

Mr. SEVitR reported a bill for the relief of 
James Murphy: ordered to a second receding. 

Mr. YOU: portel a bill for the relief o 
Sam ; 


brevet 


The bill avcnorzing Peter Warner to purchase 
a half section of lend in [hneis, and that for the 
relief of H. J. Pickering, were severally read a 
third me and passed. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The bill to restrain the issuing of small notes in 
the District of Colainbia was then takea up. 

Mr. WRIGHT explained the object of this bill, 
and suggested that thirty days would be an appro- 
priaie period to fill the blank. 

Mr. CLAY said that no one more ardently de- 
sued the resumption of specie payments than him- 
sell; but he doubted the expediency of forcing the 
banks of this District to tesuine at a period of un- 
certainty as to when those of the surrounding coun- 
try should adopt such a measure He had that 
morning received news froin New York of the re- 
sumption of another of tucir banks, and that, taken 
in connection with inforination derived of late from 
Various quarters, inspired him with much stronger 
hopes than he had jermecly entertained, that the 
bauks would, at an early day, return to specie pay- 
ments throoghout the_country. Wah regard to 
the banks of this Disirict, it was futile to suppese 
that they could attempt to pay specie, when those 
with whom they were so initmately counected did 
notdo so. He thought the wisest, as well as the 
mont prudent step, would be to postpone the matter 
to an early period in January—say first or second 
week—wheu there might be a similiar movement 
on the part of the Valumere and Richmond banks. 
Congress could then with more certainty fix the 
time when these banks must resume, or have their 
charters revoked. He thought it wr vag for Con- 
cress to legislate too hastily for a people under is 
immediate charge, without heteenace to the pe sition 
in which they sivod lo their neig 
tion. As the holydays were approaching, (a period 
when Congress was not presared to be subject to 
any very grave legisiation,) he thought the banks 
might be longer indulged, and he hoped, therefore, 
there would be littie or no opposition to his sug- 
geshon. 

Mr, WRIGHT remarked, that the District banis 
were never authorized by their charters to issue 
notes of a less denomination than five dollars. 
Now, however, ithad become their hab:t, in com- 
mon with individaals, to issue notes from twenty- 
five to six anda fourth cents. “Shin-plasters” (a 
distinguishing term, and one he disiiked as much 
as any one else) had been necessarily used for 
change, because the people had in ameasure been 
ead to do so, by the suspension of these banks; 
but this small money business he believed was car- 


hboring popula- 


Also, of citizens of 
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any 


ried to a greater extent in this district than jn 
The honorable Gs. 


other portion of our country. 
nator from Kentucky, in his remarks. th;-, 
out dhe idea that the banks of this . y 
trict were dependent on their relative Besition 
with those in Maryland and Virginia for resn: ony 
tion! Suppose the case was reversed, and the |... 
gislatures of those States depended on the act ion 

Congress to force the banks of this Distric: 
sume, @acer forfeiture of their charters: at 
future period should we look for so desirable 4 res 1 
Mr. W. had reviewed this subject ia his own nin 
in | every light, and had come to the conelysig 
> barks here should resume on the Ist of 

ext, Or be mace to suspend operations a! 
ik e could see no reason why it should be fo 
ferred. Should the action of Congress be Postp nes 
to a future day, when the period fixed by Jaw shox, 
arrive, the banks might ask: Why was it P istpoge 
Here we have onty some thirty or forty days? no 
given us; whereas, had the law passed ata proper 
time, we should have been prepared. 

Mr. CLAY said he could see no good reason wh; 
Congress should not exte nd a corresponding enu:. 
tesy to the District binks, with that of the Legis. 
tures of the several States to their moneye { jnstity. 
ticas. Woa!ld it not be better to postpone the day 
ty a later P riod, when the Legis!atures of Virgini | 
and Marviand wou Id be in session, and an oppor- 
tunity afforded of witnessisg the action of th 
bodies on the matter? 
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With regard to these small bills, if immediate), 
earerneses what was to be don 2 There was vy 
silver to supply the vacuum; aud members of Coy 
gress had found this small’money very convesis 
on many occasions. Hackmen, waiters and others 
could not be dispensed with; and without this kin! 
of change, how could their services be requite! 
Another objectionable featnre in the bill was, th 
it imposed a penalty alike on the strange; 
and citizen, for the passage of these bills, whe 
ther issued here, or brought from abroad. H 
hal in his purse notes from one dollar dow, 
to six cents, originating in the different places 
through which he had passed fiom Newport, Ken- 
tucky, to Washington city, in the District « 
Columbia; in fact, business could not progres 
without them. And would it not be a legal! impp- 
sition on a stranver to pass this bill wich such 
provisions? Could it be expected that a strange: 
passing through this small space of ten mile 
square, could stop to inquire into our laws? ner 
would a trav: Her once suspect the danger in ofler. 
ing a note, the issue of a neighboring State, in 
change, of being pursued by a ‘constable, ant 
arrested on a writ. 

If the chairinan of the Committee on Finance 
could onty throw into the District a sufficient sup- 
ply of silver change, he (Mr. C.) wonld go with 
him hand and heart in the annihilation of these 
srbstitutes; but it was rather har.l, after the exper: 
ment had deprived us of our substantial currency, 
that we should be deprived also of tae only subst: 
tute. Mr. C. thought great caution was necessary 
in pursning this subject, and he hoped it would bv 
postponed until the second week in January, and 
made a motion to that effect. 

Mr. BENTON objected to the postponemen', 
The arenmert was to postpene both bi ls.—1e 
shin plaster bill, aud the bank bill,—and that! 
io a ceriain day, but indefinitely, and until adjoin- 
inz States shoul! first aci upon the same subjects. 
This was the argument of the Senator ‘foin Ken- 
tucky. (Mr. Clay.) THis motion was for a po*- 
ponement unt! the second Monday in January, 
bat the argument was for indefinite postponeinen', 

and for conting»nt action; and it was evident, from 
the two speeches just made by that Senator, (Mr. 
Slay,) that if the postponement was granted, that 
another would be demande d when it was oat; for 
the whole tencr of his two sr peeches was, that the 
shin-plasters were not to be suppressed, nor tae 
bank in this Dis'riet required to resume, until the 
ai dj: vcent States had fi ‘st jed the way in the same 
work. This was in ie‘inite posipenement, and 
contingent action. It was the attempt to do her: 
precisely what had been effected by the party op 
posed to resumption in the bank convention 12 








Q any 
le Se. 
threw 
Dis. 
OSition, 
SUump- 


poner? 
Fihiny 
nolice 


proper 


On Why 
3 cou;- 


s2Zis| \- 
Lastiin. 
\ . 
he day 
, 

1 

r 


ni 
i ' 


7 ‘ 
op 
oo 

ut 


‘ 


Wye. 


“3 


= 


S 


diately 
WAS lo 
of Con. 
Venlent 
1 others 
nis kind 
quite! 
‘as, Mat 
“ranger 
S, Whe. 
id. A 
ir down 
places 
rt, Ken- 
strict of 
progres 
al impe- 
ih such 
stranger 
n miles 
ws? nor 
in offer. 
State, | 


dle, anu 


Finance 
ent Sup- 
go with 
of these 
2 experi: 
urrency, 
y subst: 
ecessary 
veuld be 


iry, and 


memen. 

Is. —the 

that net 

1 adjoin 

subjects. 

om Ken- 

2 post 
January, 
oneimen', 
ent, from 
lor, (Mr. 
ited, that 
; out; for 
, that the 
nor tie 
until the 
the same 
ent, and 
>.do here 
party op 
muon i 


ee eet gaat 


New York; it was non-action! it was to do nothing! 
and get rid of the subject without fixing a day! 

Mr. B. denied that there wasany valtdity in any 
of the reasons given by the Senator from Kentucky 


for delaying either of the bills. There was no ne- 
cessity for these filthy shin-plasters. The Senators 
alone received for their compensation more hard 
money than the District required for change. They 
nad received all their pay in gold and silver at the 
called session, and they were now receiving their 
pay in hard money and Treasury notes, in the pro- 
yrtion of two-thirds hard money and one-third 
‘reasury notes. ‘This.is the manner in which the 
Senate is paid, its officers and all, and all its ex- 
nses. He presumed the House of Representa- 
tives was paid in the same way; and as the ex- 
penses of the two Houses exceeded three thousand 
dollars a day, it would follow that upwards of two 
thuusand a day in specie was receivable. by the 
members and officers of Congress. This was the 
daily supply; so that, leaving all other sources of 
supply out of the question, Congress alone disbursed 
vastly more hard money in the District than its bu- 
siness could absorb, and it was accordingly pur- 
chased up for exportation by agents whose adver- 
tisements conld be seen in every hewspaper, 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) has 
declared that members of Congress cannot get 
change without taking these shin-plasters; that all 
are obliged to take them; that he has to take them 
himself; and he has even made profert of a bundle 
of them here in the Senate, by way of giving em- 
phasis to his asseveration. But it is a mistake. 
No member of Congress is obliged either to give or 
to take shin-plasters. The two-thirds of his pay 
¥hich he gets in hard money will pay a!l his cur- 
tent expenses; and as for change, he will always 
get the kind he gives. If he pays out shin-plasters, 
he will get the same in change; if he pays out 
hard money, he will get hard money in 
change. This was the invariable practice. Eve- 
ry body knew it. It was seen every hour of 
ihe day. Two persons making payment at the 
saine time, and to the same person, one paying in 
hard money, the other in shin-plasters, receive 
their change, in the presence of each other, in the 
same medium which they use. The Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) had said people could not 
travel except upon these shin plasters. The expe- 
rience of himself (Mr. B.) authorized him to gain- 
say this assertion. He (Mr. B.) had travelle! six 
housand miles this sammer, and no one had ever 
(fered him shin-plasiers or broken bank notes. 
™ne reason was, that he offered such trash to 
whody, and nobody offered it to him. Every 
where that he had travelled, as well as in this Dis- 
tret, he received hard money change, and that 
wthout asking for it, it being a matter of course, 
wierever he had travelled or sojourned, to give the 
chinge in the same kind of money in which the 
payment was made. Upon this statement of facts, 
Mu B. would abide the decision of the Senate, and 
of the community, upon the issue which he had 
janed with the Senator from Kentucky, namely, 
that there was no necessity for postponing the 
shin-plaster bill. 
Mr. B. adverted to the other bill—the one to 
compel the district banks to resume payment by 
the first of May—and declared all the reasons 
giuen by the Senator from Kentacky, m favor of 
delaying that bil! to be invalid and insufficient. 
One of those reasons was, that the banks of the Dis- 
trict could not resame until their neighbors did— 
that there must be a general resumption, or the 
resuming banks would be destroyéd. Mr. B. knew 
this to be the common argument with all those 
who were for delaying the resumption, and if it 
irevailed, there would be no resumption at all, as 
rany banks were either unable or unwilling to re- 
‘me, and would never agree to any time that 
f{ald be named. | The Finance Commitiee had 
ldked to this contingency, and had framed their 
/ on a new principle—on a principle which 
Wild enable the banks of any State, District, or 
Teitory, toresume when the legislative authority 
Pleed, and that with perfect safety to themselves, 
ugh no other bank in the country, or in the 
Wot, should resume. The principle was to il- 
leg&e the circulation of any non-specie paying 
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bank paper from the dey of the resnmpticn, and 
to make the passers of it liable for it 

with a right of summary recovery against them. 
Here is the section: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and 
aficr the first day of May, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight, it shall be unlaw'nl 
for any person, company, of corporation, within 
the District of Columbia, to pass, or offer to pa 
any bank note, or paper currency, issued by any 
bank, banker, or company, not rede*ming is no 
and currency on deinand in gold and sitver; and 
every person offending against this act shall be 
subject to a fine of one hundred dollars for each 
offence, and, moreover, shall be deemed and held 
to be the maker and issuer of such note or currency, 
and shall be liable to pay the amount thereof, on 
demand, to any holder thervof, with all costs inci- 
dent to the protest and legal collection thereof, with 
fifty per centum damages for non-payment on de- 
mand, to be recovered by motion, On notice given, 
or process served, summarily and without delay, 
and with a right of immediate discovery on oath in 
all cases where the defendant shall deny the pass- 
ing or atiempting to pass the notes, or currency, in 
question; aud in case of judgment for the plaintifl, 
execution shall be had thereon forthwith. And ii 
shall be the daty of the district attorney of the 
D.strict of Columbia to commence prosecutions 
for the recovery of the penalty incurred, against 
all persons and every corporation offending against 
this section, of which he shall have knowledge or 
probable information; and in case of corporations, 
the presecution shall be against the president, or 
any director or cashicr thereof, for the time being.” 

By this section, continued Mr. B. the banks of 
this District will be perfectly safe in resuming on 
the Ist of May next, although no other banks in 
the country, or in the world, shall resume at that 
time; for the notes of no non-specie paving bank 
can come into competition with them. Atl such 
are excluded from the District—banished—out- 
lawed; and if any person shall bring any such 
into the District, he, and every successive passer 
of it, is made in law what he is in fact, the issuer 
of it within the District, and is made liable for its 
contents, with summary proceedings for the reco- 
very. Under this section, either nosuch notes will 
be brought into the District, or if they are, the 
passers of them, each in his turn, will be liable for 
their contents; and so it will cease to be unc -verti- 
ble, and will be payable at the will of the holder. 
This does away all reason for waiting for a general 
resumption, and sets an example, which being fol- 
lowed by the States, each for itself, will enable each 
one to resume when its Legislature pleases. 

Mr.B. gave an additional reason for speedy resump- 
tion: it was the state of the foreign exchanges, now 
three per cent. on the specie standard, in favor of 
the United States. The non-resumption party in 
the bank convention in New York were enabled 
to succeed in preventing the fixing of a dav for re- 
suming, solely by an objection to the foreign ex- 
changes, then against us. Thiswe learn from Mr. 
Joimson's speech. Since that time these exchanges 
have become decidedly in our favor. There is 
then a total removal, at this time, of the ground 
which the non-resumption party then stood npon; 
and if thi: change had taken place one hour before 
the convention adjourned, one of three resulis must 
have been produced, viz: either the non-resuming 
party must have agreed to fix a day for a general 
resumption; or, invented some other pretext for not 
agreeing; or, openly taken ground in favor of in- 
definite suspension; and so established their.title to 
the appellation of the Universal Broken Bank and 
Shin-plaster party. 

Mr. B. said the country was now cursed with a 
pestiferous circulation of irredeemable bank notes 
and shin-plasters; and this curse, by a large political 
party, was charged upon General Jackson and his 
friends; but he believed that events were impend- 
ing which would enlighten the public mind on that 
point, and show to the country who were for, and 
who were against, a broken bank and a shin- 
plaster currency. The events in the New York 
bank convention, and the votes—not the speeches, 
but the votes—which would soon take place in 
Congress, and in the State Legislatures, would 
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Mr. B. sani trot General Jackson and h 


fiends had been the subjects of many attempts at 

it, for what was called their experiments on the 
eurrency, and he presumed that many had repeated 
that phrase, Without preci 
experiments were. To 
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wnat UWese experiments What success has 


attended them, and what it is that the < ers of 
these experments have been, and now are, oppos- 
ing. This was easily done, for they were e 
pressed into three resolutions, whieh he (Mr. B 


had the honor, some years since, to draw up, ¢ 
to submit to the Senate. They were: 

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed on 
the part of the Senate, joindy with such committee 
as may be appv inted on the part of the House of 
Representatives, to consider and report to the 
Senate and to the Hous respectively, what altera- 
tions, if any, are necessary to be made: 

‘1. In the value of the gold coined at the mint 
of the United States, so as to cheek the exportation 
of that coin and to restore it te cireulation in the 
United States. 

‘© 9, In the la'vs relative to foreion coins, SO as 
to restore the gold and silver ein of t 
to their former circulation 
States. 

3. In the joint resolution of 1816. (for the betier 
coliection of the revenues,) so as to exclude al! 
bank notes under twenty dollars from revenue 
payments after a given period, and to make the 
revenue system of the United States instramental 
in the gradual suppression of the small note cir- 
culation, and the introduction of gold and silver t 
the common currency of the country.” 

These were the experiments, first to correct the 
gold standard; secondly, to restore foreign coins t. 
circulation; thirdly, to effect the gradual suppresion 
of paper currency under twenty dollars. The 
were the objects; but, before we see what snecess 
has attende | our exertions to accomplish them, let 
us sce what was the actual state of the currency at 
that time, to wit: at the veto session of 1832 It 
was this: Of gold, there was not a single piece in 
circulation; of silver there was, according to the 
estimate of a Senator from Massachusetis, (Mr. 
Webster,) speaking on data furnished by the Bank 
of the United States, “from fven'y to lventy-tivo 
millions of doilavs;” and of bank notes there was a 
general deluge of the smallest denomimations, 
down to one dollar. ‘This was the state of the cur- 
rency in 1832, when General Jackson and tis 
friends undertook to improve its conditon, Now 
for the result of their labors. OF gold, the circvla- 
tion had been created, from nothing, to twelve or 
fifieen millions of dollars, and the standard adopted 
by us has been found to be so precisely accurate 
that the premium on American gold and American 
silver is now exactly the same! Our silver has 
been increased till it amounts, with th: gold, to 
upwards of eighty millions of dollars; and the sma’l 
nole circulation under twenty dollars was in a 
course of gradual suppression in every State in 
which the political friends of General Jackron 
were in the majority. This was the state of the 
experiment in May last, when ali the banks in th 
Union suddenly closed their vaults, and have re- 
mained closed ever since. They all closed, though 
ail could not have desired to do so; and which did 
not, and which did, will be as distinetly seen in the 
division on the impending question of resumption, 
as if it had been openly declared at the time the 
banks shut up. 

To show the merit of the reform in the currency 
effected by General Jackson and his friends, Mr. 
B. had recourse to another test, that of the exports 
and imports of specie; and he read a table which 
he hed obtained from the Treasury Department. 
Is only went back to the year 1821, which was the 
earliest date that could be obtained; and from that 
time until 1832, the year of the veto on the United 
States Bank charter, the results stood thus: 


Imports. Exports 
$8,064,890 $10,478,059 
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1822 3,369,846 
1823 5,097,896 
1824 8,379,835 
1825 6,150,765 
1826 6,280,960 4,704,553 
1827 8,152,130 8,014,880 
1828 7,489,741 8,243,476 
1899 7,403,612 4,924,020 
1830 8,155,964 2,178,773 
1831 7,305,945 9,014,931 
1832 5,907,504 5,656,340 

This presents a period of twelve years of imports 
and exports; and these tweive years cover that pre- 
cise portion of the existence of the Bank of the 
United States which is celebrated by its friends as 
the ne plus ultra of perfection; and what was the 
result? Why, that our exports of specie exceeded 
our imports; that our exports amounted to the 
enormous sum of $35,280,368, while our imports 
amounied to $83,356,602, and that the effect of 
this exccssive exportation was to leave the country 
with no more than twenty or twenty-two millions 
of specie to sustain all its banking, and all its com- 
mercial operations! 

In the year (832, the year of the veto message, 
General Jackson and his friends first commenced 
their efforts to improve the currency; and the result 
is shown in this table: 


10,810,189 
6,372,987 
7,014,553 


8,797,055 


Imports. 
1833 47,070,368 
1834 17,911,632 
1835 13,131,447 
1836 12,166,372 
1837 10,954,432 6,714,990 

Behold the difference, said Mr. B. Here in the 
short space of five years, we have an import of up- 
wards of sixty-two millions; an export of almost 
nothing. Making an allowance for the gold coined 
atthe mint, the specie brought in by passengers, 
and not registered at the custom-houses, and the 
actual increase of specie for the last five years, 
averages twelve millions per annum; and this 
great increase has been the salvation of the coun- 
try, and enabled it to ride out the storm of the 
present bank suspension, and to triumph over it; 
for complete and proud will be the triumph of the 
country over the diabolical design to impose upon 
it a broken bank paper, and shin-plaster currency! 
If there had been no more specie in the country 
in May last, than there was at the time of the veto 
message in 1832, the country would have been 
crushed! bat eighty millions, instead of twenty, 
has saved the country; and shown thatit is able 
to stand the shock of a universal suspension of 
specie. payments by the baks. Such is the 
strength of General Jackson’s policy—so wisely 
is it founded in correct principles, that even 
in this year of bank suspensions, and in defiance 
of all attempis to drive specie from the country, 
there has been an importation of near eleven mil- 
lions, and an export of only six millions and three 
quarters; and we are now ready to begin another 
year, with the deuble advantage of the foreign 
exchanges in our favor, and the whole of the last 
year’s crop just ready to go to market. The 
imports of specie for this year must then be im- 
mense, probably as great as they were the year 
after the panic, when they amounted to near 
eighteen millions reported at the customs, besides 
several millions brought by emigrants, and not 
reported. Such is the fruit of General Jackson’s 
policy; and if that policy can be continued a few 
years Jonger, our stock of gold and silver will con 
tin te to increase until every part of ihe Union, like 
Holland and France, is saturated with the precious 
metais, and until the most undaunted advocate for 
shin-plasters and broken bank notes will be forced 
to admit that there is no necessity for such vile 
and filthy substitutes for specie. 

Mr. B. contrasted the five years’ result of Gene- 
ral Jackson’s experiment with the preceding twelve 
years’ regulation of the currency b: the 
the United States. The difference was, a 
two millions of specie in the twelve years of bank 
and A GAIN of sixty millions in the five years of 
of General Jackson’s experiment. This was the 
difference; and this difference shows, that if the 
experiment had only began a few years sooner, we 
should now have had as much gold and silver as 


Exports. 
$2,614,952 
1,676,258 
5,748,174 
4,435,815 
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the business of the whole Union cculd possibly 
employ; and if it can now be continued a few 
years longer, we shall. soon have as much as can 
possibly be used. Look at the imports! they are 
always large. They are the natural effect of the 


| exportation of our annual crop of one hundred 


millions’ worth of cotton, tobacco, rice, and other 
articles. These have brought, are bringing, and 
will continue to bring, annually, eight, ten, fifteen, 
eighteen millions of dollars, to say nothing of 
what is brought by emigrants. If the experi- 
ment continues, the mass of these annual im- 
ports will remain in the country until the 
country is saturated with specic; then the surplus 
will overflow of itse f. But if the enemies of the 
experiment succeed, and especially if they succeed 
in changing the experiments, then the old policy of 
the Bank of the United States will prevail. Expor- 
tation of specie will be the order of the day! The 
States will again be drained of forty-two millions, 
as they were from 1817 to 1832. The whole will 
goto England. Exypwits will be made to exceed 
imports; and at the end of some years we shall be 
brought back to that vaunted period of 1832, with 
from .“‘ twenty lo twenty-two millions of specie;” and 
the whole business of the country—crops, com- 
merce, exchanges, real and personal property, 
stocks, and every Government, State and Fede- 
ral—the prey of the Bank of the United States. 

Having shown that the specie in the country 
was increased from 1832 to 1837, from twenty 
millions to eighty millions, Mr. B. wished the 
friends of the non-resumption banks to reconcile 
an apparent contradiction. It was this: that with 
only twenty millions of specie in 1832, they held 
the currency to be soundest, safest, and finest upon 
earth! and now, with eighty millions of specie in 
the country, they hold the country to be utterly 
ruined, and totally unable to raise picaywnes and 
ninepences to carry to the post office, or to the 
market! This was a contradiction which he wished 
to see reconciled ; and until it was reconciled, he 
must be permitted to believe that, as eighty mil- 
lions is four times greater than twenty-millions, so 
is the country this day four times more able to pay 
specie in 1837 than it was in 1832. 

Mr. B. besought gentlemen not to be distressed 
at the thoughts of parting company with their dear 
shin plasters. It was quite possible to live without 
them, and to live well, He had experience on 
this subject. There were no shin-plasters in Mis- 
souri, and there was no distress or misery there. 
All was flourishing and heppy; real estate, persenal 
estate, produce, labor, all bearing the highest prices 
ever known before,and bard money in every man’s 
pocket. He had a letter from one of the principal 
mechanies of St. Louis, in answer to an inquiry 
made of him, which stated the prices of labor in 
St. Louis, and which with the leave of the Senate 
he would read. The letter was as follows: 

“Sr. Loots, Nov. 20, 1837. 

“Sir: After my best respects to yourself and 
family, in compliance with a wish expressed by you 
to me a few days before you left this city for 
Washington, I write to give you astatement of the 
wages given to mechanics and laborers in this city 
and adjoining districts, which are as follows: For 
house carpenters, two dollars per day; for boat 
bnilders or ship carpenters, two dollars and fifty 
cents per day; bricklayers, thee dollars per day; 
stonemasons, two dollars and fifty cents per day; 
stonecutters, three dollars per day; plastereis, two 
dollars and fifty cenis to three dollars per day; 
painters, two dollars per day; blacicsmiths, two del- 
lars per day; calinet makers, piece work, fifteen 
do}lars per week; saddlers, piece work, say from 
fifteen to eighteen dollars per week; tailors, piece 
work, say from twelve to twenty dollars per week; 
quarrymen, one dollar and fifty cents per day, and 
the superintendent or foreman of a quarry, two 
dollars per day; Jaboring hands, digging celiarsand 
working in the streets, one dolilarand twenty-five 
cents to one dollar and fifiy cents per day; laboring 
men to werk on a farm, twenty dollars rer month, 
and found. 

“Respectfully, your sincere friend, 


_——e— lh 


* Hon. Tuomas H. Benton.” 
Such are the priees of labor in St. Louis,—such 


the rewards of labor in that place ;—and this only 
gives one view of the state of things in that cijy 
Its commerce was still more striking ; and certain 
he was that he saw more commerce in the port 
and on the wharf of St. Louis, the day he left there’ 
than he had seen from that place to Washington 
city, including all that he saw in all the Cities 
towns and villages on the Ohio river put togethe,, 
And that without banks; for the oue chartered Jas; 
winter was more in name than in substance. and 
issued no notes except for specie deposited, dollar 
for dollar. Mr. B. expressed his belief that g 
Louis, in point of arriving and departing tonnage. 
was now the third city of the Union; that New 
York was first, New Orleans second, and St. Loyis 
third; and that she had attained this eminence 
without banks and witbout shin-plasters, and was 
advancing at this moment with a degree of rapidity 
and enjoying at this moment, a degree of CREDIT’ 
prosperity, and happiness which nobank:-ridjen 
or shin-plastered city in America can boast of. 
Mr. B. said the policy of General Jackson wou), 
succeed. It was right in itself, and would succeed, 
It might be frustrated temporarily by a combina. 
tion of banks, and was now frustrated by them: 
but there were good banks and bad banks in the 
country, and a division would take place among 
them; and in that division every bank and every 
political party will take its own station. Gol 
and silver, now four times more abnndant in the 
United States than they were five years ago, wil} 
continue to increase; the public determination to 
have them will increase just in the proportion to 
the efforts to deprive the country of them; detesta- 
tion of shin-plasters and broken bank notes wil 
increase in proportion to the efforts to continu 
them in circulation; and, eventually, the day oj 
recoil, of revulsion, must come. Shin-plasters 
will be put down, no matter who defends them; 
broken bank notes will be put down, no mat- 
ter who cherishes them; banks will have to 
resume or die, no matter who opposes the re- 
sumption; gold will come into circulation, no 
matter who hates gold; hard money will be the 
common currency of the country, no matter who 
wishes the contrary; a pestiferous issue of smal 
bank notes under twenty dollars, will be suppres 
sed, no matter who is for small notes; banks wi! 
be made responsible for their debts, no matter who 
is for irresponsibility. ‘These things will come to 
pass, not because this or-that mau says so, bu 
because they are right in themselves; and what f 
right in itself will eventually succeed in evety 
moral and intelligent community. Ves! “the e- 
periment” has increased our specie, in five yeas, 
from twenty millions to eighty millions; it is new 
increasing it at the rate of many mil:ions per 1n- 
num; it will continue to increase until the whole 
country is filled with gold and silver, until the 
quantity is so great that resistance can no longe’ be 
made to its circulation; and then. broken bank pa- 
per, shin-plasters, and all their friends and sup- 
porters, will sink together. These things will hap- 
pen; they will come to pass, but not withct 
contest and arduous struggling. Great will be he 
effort to keep up the broken bank and shin-plaser 
system—an effort doubly directed to force the circi- 
lation of this trash, and to resist all measures to p- 
store the constitntional currency. We see this ci:- 
culation forced and pushed every where; we see ail | 
attempts to check it universally and systematically 
opposed. Inthe New York Convention of banks, 
in the Congress of the United States, in the State 
Legislatures, it is all the same thing, and by the same} 
party. Opposition! opposition! opposition! to all th¢ 
measures proposed for the resumption of specie payr 
ments, and no proposition of any measure in place 
of those opposed, to coerce the resumption. ‘Thp 
opposition is made by the Bank of the United Stag 
and its friends.. That institution and its frieg? 
now stand as the SOLE OUSTACLES to the /: 
sumption of specic payments, They struggle 
against the public govd, and against the swepws 
tide of public opinion. Put this unnatural strgg! 
will cease; it will cease under the accumyated 
massess of gold and silver which “the experi 
has brought, is bringing, and will continue tofring, 
into this bank-ridden and shin-plastered natifa. 
Mr. NILES then rose and addressed th¢ Senate 
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for more than an hour in opposition to the post- 

nement. He had -no disposition to oppress the 
hanks of this District; but he thought they, in 
common with others, had forfeited their claims to 
ublic favor, Fle was in favor of an early action 
by Congress, on account of the moral effect it 
yould have in setting a good example to the States. 

[As soon as this speech can be written from the 
Reporter's notes it will be given.] 

Mr. TIPTON said that he would vote for the 
motion of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Clay) 
to postpone the consideration of the bill now before 
the Senate to the second Monday ef January next, to 
afford time for us to hear from the Legislatures of 
the States now in session. He was opposed to the 
jssue and circulation of the small bills or notes, fa- 
miliarly called “ shin-plasters,” and wanuld go for 
freeing the people of the District of Columbia from 
that species of trash. He also felt it to be 
his duty, so far as his vote would go, to compel 
ihe banks of the District to resume specie pay- 
ments at the time we exclude shin-placters from 
circulation here; but he would not now give a 
vote to coerce the banks of this District to pay 
specié at an earlier day than that at which the 
banks of the different States should resume specie 
payments. It had been indicated from different 
quarters, that the first of May was the time that 
would possibly be fixed on by all solvent banks to 
resume specie payments. He hoped and believed 
that the bank of his own State would not wish to 
put off specie payments tu a later day. The Legis- 
iature of Indiana was now in session, and wonld 
certainly not adjourn without taking steps to pro- 
duce a result so desirable to every one. It was 
due to the reputation of the States, as well as to 
the note holders and to public justice, that all such 
banks shonld be compelled, if compulsion was 
necessary, to resume at a day not more distant 
than the first of May. So far as the bank of In- 
ciana was concerned, no one need doubt her incli- 
nation, as well as her ability, to resume at an 
early day. 

Mr. T. said, while on the subject of banks and 
paper currency, he would take occasion to say that 
he was in favor of a mixed currency—paper, bot- 
tomed en a metallic basis, convertible at the pleasure of 
the holder into gold and silver. On such a currency 
the State which he had in part the honor to repre- 
sent here had grown to its present important stand- 
ing among her sister States. She had established a 
bank, which had been ably conducted, and was, 
beyond doubt, in a wholesome condition, both able 
and willing to resume specie payments at any time. 
He was anxious to see all banks resume specie 
payments: let those, if any there be, that are not 
able to resume, be known. He had no doubt that 
the banks of this District were ready to resume ; 
and he thonght the first of May a suitable time to 
force these small bills out of existence, and let 
metal take their places to furnish change to the 
people of the District. tle could not doubt the 
ability of the District banks to supply gold and sil- 
ver for change for the people of this vicinity. 

Mr. WRIGHT said he felt himself bound to 
call for the yeas and nays on the motion to post- 
pone; when there appeared for the postponement, 
15; against it, 26. 

Mr. SEVIER, having mistaken the question, 
aflerwards recorded his vote against it; so that the 
vote stood as follows, 14 to 27. 

YEAS-—Messrs. Black, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton,- Cuthbert, Knight, McKean, Prentiss, 
Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Swift, Tallmadge, and Tipton—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay of Alabama, Crittenden, Fulton, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Linn, Lyon, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Conn. Strange, Walker, Wa!l, White, 
Williams, Wright and Young—27. 

The bill under went along discussion in relation 
to its details, in which Messrs, WRIGHT, BEN- 
TON, HUBBARD, and GRUNDY participated. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the blank in the 
third line was filled with the 10th of April, so as 
\o make it penal to issue notes of a less denomina- 
tion than five dellars, after that date. 

Mr. YOUNG moved an amendment which after 
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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That from and 
after the passage of this act, it shall be unlawful 
for -any individual, company, or corporation, to 
issue de nove, or knowingty to pass, or procure to 
be issued, passed, or circulated, within the Dis- 
trict aforesaid, any nete, check, bank bill, or other 
paper medium, evidently intended for common cir- 
culation, as for, and in lieu of, smal! change in 
gold and silver, or for any: other purpose what- 
ever, and which shall be issued or cireulated for the 
first time, after the period above limited in this sec- 
tion, under the penalties prescribed in the forego- 
ing act. 

Amendments offered by Mr. SMITH, of Indi- 
ana, and other were debated until a late hour, 
when the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuusrspay, Dec. 21, 1837. 

Mr. SLADE moved a correction of the journal 
in relation to the record of the question of order 
of yesterday, but it was not agreed to. 

Mr. PATTON then asked Jeave to submit the 
following resolution: = 
Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, and 
papers, touching the abolition of slavery, or the 
buying, selling, or transferring of slaves, in any 
State, District, or Territory, of the United States, 
be laid on the table, without being debated, 
printed, read, or referred, and that no further 

action whatever shall be had thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS objected. 

Mr. PATTON moved a suspension of the rule. 

Mr. CUSHMAN asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were yeas 135, nays 60, 
as follows: 


being discussed, was adopted, and reads as follows: 


Y&AS—-Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brou- 
head, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, John Caihoon, Cambreleng, 
William B. Campbell, John Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, 
William B. Carter, Casey, Chambera, Chaney, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, 
Corwin, Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, James 
Garland, James Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Ham- 
mond, Hamer, Harian, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnsen, William Cost Johnson, Johu W. Jones, 
Kemble, Kilgore, Klinzensmith, Lawler, Legare, Logan, Lyon, 
Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, 
Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Menefee, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. 
Morris, Mulilenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, 
Paynter, Pennyhacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Reily, Rencher, Robertson, Sawyer, Augustine H 
Shepherd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwooa, Vail, Wagener, Webster, 
Weeks, Albert 8S. White, John White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrad Williams, Javed W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher I. Wiiliams, Wire, and 
Yell—135. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen. Jobn 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bond, Borden, Briggs, William B. Cal- 
houn, Coffin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, 
Duncan. Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, }-aac Fletcher, Fill- 
more, Foster, Goode, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Harper, Has- 
tings, Henry, Mferod, Ingham, Lincoln, Marvin, Sanison Mason, 
Maxwell, McKennan, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Potts, 
Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, 
Slade, Stratton, Tilli. ghast, Toland, Elisha Whittlesey, aid 
Yorke—60. 


* So the rules were suspended. 

Mr. PATTON said he had offered this resolution 
in the spirit of peace and harmony. It involves, 
(said Mr. P.) so far as I am concerned, and so far 
as concerns some portion of the representatives 
of the slave holding States, a concession; a con- 
cession which we make for the sake of peace, 
harmony, avd union. We offer it in the hope that 
it may allay, not exasperate excitement; we desire 
to extinguish, not to kindle a flame in the country 
In that spirit, sir, without saying one word in the 
way of discussion; without giving utterance to any 
of those emotions which swell in my bosom at the 
recollection of what took place here yesterday, I 
shall do what I have never yet done since I have 
been a member of this House, and which I have 
very rarely sustained, when done by others: I move 
the previous question. 

Mr. ADAMS rose and said: Mr. Speaker, the 
genileman precedes his resolution—(Loud cries of 
“Order! order!” from all parts of thehall.) Mr. 
A. Tle preceded it with remarks—(“ Order! or- 
der !’’) 

The CHAIR reminded the gentleman that it was 


























out of order to address the House alter the demand 
for the previous cuestion. 

Mr. ADAMS. I ask the House—(continued 
cries of “ Order! which completely drowned the 
honorable member's voice.) 

Mr. ADAMS then demanded tellers on the se- 
cond to the previous question, which were ordered; 
aud Mr. CLAIBORNE of Mwsissippi, and Mr. 
BRIGGS of Massachusetts, having been appointed, 
ihe motion pre ailed, 124 voting for it. 

»>the demand for the previous question was 
econded by the House. 

On the question; “Shall the main question be 
now put?” being propounded— 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked tor the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 129, nays 62, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beiene, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, John Caihoon, Cambreleng, W. B. Campbell, T. J. 
Carver, William B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chap- 
man, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, Colea, 
Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, (DeGraff, Deans, Drom- 
goole, Duncan, Edwards, Farrington, Foster, Fry, James 
Gariand, James Graham, Grancand, Grant, Hammond, Ha- 
mer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkius, Hayes, Holsey, 
Hoit, Hopkin«, Howard, Hubley, J. Jackson, J. Johnson, Ww. 
C. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kiigere, Klingensmith, 
Lawler, Legare, Leadbetter, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robt. 
McClellan, A. McCletlan, McClure, McKim, Mercer, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moorea, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Muhien- 
berg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, Pen- 
uybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Ro- 
bertson, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shielda, Sheplor, 
Smith, Snyder, Seuthgate, Spencer, Stanley, Stewart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Taylor, Tuompson, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Un 
derwood, Vail, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, T. T. Whittlesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, Jo- 
seph I. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, and Yell—129. 

NAYS-~-Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wil- 
lrun B. Calhoun, Coffin, Corwim, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlingion, Davies, Dunn, Evans, Everett, Ewing, Isauc 
Fletcher, Filmore, Goode, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Hoffinan, Lincoln, Marvin, Samsen Mason, 
Maxwell, KeKennan, Milligan, Matthias Morris, Calvary Moy 
ris, Naylor Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Phil 
lips, Pots, Potter, Rarwlen, Raidolph, Reed, Rulgway, us 
sell, Shefler, Sibley, Stale, Stration, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, 
Albert 8. White, John White, and Elisha Whittlaey—é. 

So the main question was ordered to be put. 

The main question, being on agreeing to the re- 
solution, was then propounded. 

Mr. CALHOUN of Massachusetts asked for the 
yeas aad nays, which were ordered, and were— 
yeaS 122, nays 74, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Biekaell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, 
Buchanan, John Cathoon, Cambreleng, Wm. B. Camphell, 
Johan Campbell, Timothy J. Cartier, Wm. 8B. Carter, Casey, 
Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, Clowney, 
Coles, Craig, Crockett, Cushman, Deberry, DeGratf, Dennis, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, Jaa. Gar- 
land, James Graham, Grantland, Graves, Hammond, Harlan, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hop 
kins, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Wm. ©. Johnson, John W. Jones, Kemble, 
Kiingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Locaa, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robert McClel- 
lan, Abraham MeCiclian, MecCiure, McKim, Mercer, Miller, 
Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morria, Muhlenberg, 
Muriay, Noble, Palmer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, Peuny backer, 
Petriken, Phelps, Pope, Prat, Prentiss, Reitly, Reacher, Ro- 
bertson, Augustine If. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, 
Sayder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanley, Steuart, Stone, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Thompson, Tivs, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Wage- 
ner, Weeks, John White, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrod Williame, Jare W. Wilbams, Joseph L. Wil- 
lians, C. H. Williams, and Vell—122. 

NAYS—Mesers. Alexander, Hemay Allen, Jolin W. Allen, 
Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Brouson, Wilham B. Calhoun, 
Chaney, Cofti », Corwin, Cranston, Curtie, Cushing, Darlington, 
Davies, Duncan, Dona, Evans, Everett, Ewing, R Fletcher, J. 
Fletcher, Filmere, Foster, Goode, William Graham, Grennell, 
Haley, Hall, Hamner, Hastings, Heary, Herod, Hoffman, Ing- 
ham, Kilgore, Leadbetter, Liacoln, Marvin, Samson Masen, 
Maxwell, MeKennan, Milligan, Mathias Morrie, Calvary Mor- 
ris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmeuter, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, 
Po'ts, Potter, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, 
Sheffer, Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Siratton, Tiltinghast, 
Toland, Toucey, Webster, Albert 5. White, Elisha Whitlesey, 
and Yorke -74. 

[When the name of Mr. Anams was called, that 
gentlemen rose, and said: ‘I hold the resolution to 
be in violation of the Constitution of the United 

States.” [Loud cries of “ Order!” * order!” from 
every part of the Hall.} 

The Sreaxer said, the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetis violates order, and must resume his seat. 

Pending the question being propounded, 

Mr. Duncan inquired of. the Chair if he cou’d 
assign the reasons for the vote he should give. 

The Crain replied in the negative. 

Mr. Wise (who had hot voted) inquired of the 
Chair the rule in relation to a member being ex- 
cused from voting, and at what stage the reasons 


for making such a request must be made. 
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The Cuatr said before a division of the House, 
or before the commencement of the call of tHe 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. Wise said, as he could not assign his reasons 
at length, he desired, at least, that his constita- 
ents. might know that he was present. He could 
not vote fer the resolution, because it implied or 
admitted a principle he denied—the right to receive 
those petitions. 

After the vote was taken, 

Mr. Apams 
for not voting « 
journal. 

The Caarr said it was outof order. 

Mr. Anas then notified his request to the Clerk 
to male an entry of his motion, and that it was pro- 
nounced by the Chair to be uvut of order. | 

REFERENCE OF TIE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House then 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Uaion, Mr. ADAMS in the chair, 
on the resolutions to refer the different subjects em- 
braced in the President’s Message to appropriate 

landing committees. 

The question pending was the following resolu- 
on, as moditied, submitted by Mr. HAYNES: 

3. Resolved, That so much of said Message as 
relates to the finances, and every thing connected 
therewith; to the safe-keeping of the public moneys, 
and every thing connected therewith, be referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, 

And the amendment moved thereto by Mr. 
CUSHING, as follows: 

Whereas the influence of the Executive depart- 
ment of the Federal Government has, for some 
time past, in derogation of the letter and spirit of 
the Cen:titution, continued to increase, and ought 
to be diminished: 

Resolved, iherefore, That ia order to correct the 
said abusz, President's Message as 
relates to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer 
of the public money be referred to 
With instructions to report— 

First, such method of keeping the public trea- 
ure, effects, and other property, as in the judg- 
ment of said committee shail most conduce to pro- 
mote the welfare and to secure the liberties of the 
people; and, 

Secondly, such other reforms in_ the practices of 
the Government az in their opinion shall tend to 
bring back the administration thereof to the stand- 
ard of the original purity of the Constitation. 

Afier some explanatory remarks from 
CUSHING, 

Mr. EWING wished to make a few observations 
in relation to what had been said the other day by 
the gentleman from Cineinnati, (Mr. Duncan.) 
He contended that Mr. D. had evaded the ques- 
tions propounded, by offering him a prescription, 
and calling upon him to define what Federalism 
was. He certiinty felt much affecied by the kind- 
ness of that gentleman, but he begged to tell him 
that, when he wanted medicine, he would employ a 
regular phvsician. He considered the preser:ptions 
hitherto prepared by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as inadeqnate to effect a cure of the pre- 
, and concluded his remarks by giving 


Mr. D some advice as to the cour-e of reading he 


rose, and moved that his 
n the resolution 
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iuture time he would tak: 
Mr. U. then 


resclutions to that efiect. reierred to 


the various Executive departments, in which he 


said there was much which called for the attention 


of the House. He adverted at some length to the 
“Exploring Expedition;” to the Florida war, and 
to the alledged grievances mm the Post Office De- 
partment, which he charged with great neglect in 
the transportation of papers sent by members to 
their constituents. Hecomplained that the Presi- 

dent was giving them lectures on the New York 
elections, instead of suggesting measures of reform. 

He then expressed his views in reference to the 

establishment of a National Bank, which he con- 
tended was the only means of regulating and pro- 
ducing a uniform currency, and on that ground was 
opposed to the reference of the subject to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, as that Committee had 
at the late special session reported a resolution ad- 
verse to the establishment of such an institution. 

Mr. MALLORY addressed the committee on the 
subject of a resolution heretofore offered by him, 
calling for information respecting the delay of the 
sailing of the South Sea Exploring Expedition, He 
gave a statement of the appropriations made at 
various times for that object, and charged the Se- 
cretary of the Navy with gross mismanagement in 
relation to it. He also took a general view of the 
navy, and maintained that its condition was such 
as imperatively demanded an investigation. 

Without taking the question, on motion of Mr. 
GRANT, the committee rose. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage of the President of the United States, in rela- 
tion to the construction of the new Treasury build- 
ing, &c.; which, on motion of Mr. LINCOLN, 
was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Buildings. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
relation to insolvent debtors; which, on motion of 
Mr. McKIM, was laid on the table. 

Several bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred. 

Oa motion of Mr. SMITH, five thousand copies 
of the designs to the report in relation to the esta- 
blishment of marine hospitals on the western 
waters, was ordered to be lithographed for the use 
of the House. 

On motion of Mr. PETRIKEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the present 
state of the currency within said District, and 
report to this House such measures as may be 
necessary, in their opinion, to improve its condi- 
on. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the act of the Sth July, 
1832, entitled “An act to provide for liquidating 
and paying certain claims of the State of Vir- 
ginia,” as to embrace officers entitled to five years’ 
ull pay, in lieu of halt-pay, for life; and the said 
committee be further instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of providing for the payment of such 
judgmenis as have been, or may be hereafter, 
recovered against the State of Virginia for half-pay 
or commutation pay, under the act of the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia of May, 1779. 

On motion of Mr. GRANT, the following resolu- 
tions, submitted by him on the 18th instant, were 
taken up and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to this House the whole amount of 
postage collected by his department on newspa- 
pers for six months, ending the 30th day of June, 
1837. 

Reso'ved, That the Posimaster General be di- 
rected to repert io this Hou-e a statement exhibiting 
a list of all persons with whom he has contracted 
to carry the Express Mail; the length of each con- 
tract by measurement or estimate; the Offices at 
which the Express Mail is opened on each route; 
the average weight of each mail, and the annual 
compensation stipniated to be paid to each and 
every contractor oa expiess mail routes, and the 
duration of each contract. 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR of New York, the 
fol'owlug reseiution Was takea up: 
Reso'ved, That the Committee on Revolationary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
“diency of amending the third section of the act en- 


titled an act granting half- to wi 

phans, where their Sacanie aes foes ora 
of wounds received in the military service of 
United States, in certain cases, and for other u . 
poses, approved July 4, 1836, so as to ested a, 
provisions of that section to all widows of offi “ 
and soldiers of the war of the Revolution — > 
husbands were entitled to a pension. ™ 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved to amend the resolutio 

by adding—“and also to inquire into the expediency 


of placing on the pension roll, those children whose 


fathers died in the service, and also those children 
Revolutionary pen. 


whose fathers have been 
sioners.” 
Before the question was taken, on motion 
The House adjourned. : 


The following petitions were presented in the 
House of Representatives on Monday. 


Mr. FOSTER presented the petition of 187 ¢jij. 
zens of the State of New York, living in the vicini. 
ty of Lake Ontario, praying for the construction of 
a ship and steamboat canal around the Falls of 
Niagara, and asking of Congress an appropriatioy 
to effect that object. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG presented the petition of 
180 merchants of the e:ty of New York in favor of 
the construction of said ship canal. 

Mr. HOFFMAN presented the petition of John 
H. Lord and 286 other citizens of New York, 
praying for the construction of said canal. 

Mr. GRANT presented the petition of Christian 
J. Bunkle and 55] other citizens of the State of New 
York, inhabiting the northern boundary of the 
United States, praying for the construction of said 
ship and steamboat canal, and asking an appro- 
priation for that purpose, 

Also, the petition of John Robinson and 480 
other inhabitants of the county of Niagara, in the 
State of New York, in favor of the same project. 

Mr. Birpsaut presented the petition of William 
Wickham, of Sodus, New York, praying Congress 
to pass a law to secure to him the use of a fishery 
in waters adjacent to lands conveyed by the peti- 
tioner to the United States for the erection of a 
light-house; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. Mr. B. also presented the papers 
of Mr. Fitzhugh, the keeper of the light-house at 
Sodus, in opposition to the prayer of the above 
petition; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE GLOBE. 

GENTLEMEN: The resolution submitted to the 
Senate by me, yesterday, was not the resolution 
published as mine in the Globe of this morning. 
The following is that which I laid on the table, to 
be called up on a future day : 

‘* Resolved, That the Committee for the District 
of Columbia be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of authorizing the people of the said 
District to elect a delegate to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, to enjoy the rights 
and privileges of the delegates of the respective 
Territories of the United States.” 

In the Globe of yesterday, Mr. Cuay of Alabama 
is represented to have called for the reading of the 
resolutions of the Legislature of Vermont, pre- 
sented to the Senate by Mr. Swirt, in favor of the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
the suppression of the domestic slave trade between 
the States, and against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States. 'I'hisis also a mistake. I called 
for the reading of those resolutions, because they 
were not distioctiy described by the Senator pre 
senting them; because, in consequence of this, the 
Southern Senators seemed not to have noticed their 
presentation; because, having previously read 
them, and deeming much of the language in the 
resolutions, and in the report which accompanied 
them, to be uncoustitutional, inflammatory, and 
calculated to inflict a serious blow upon the Union 
of the States, I deemed it my duty to call the speci! 
attention of the Senate to them. 

Very respectfully, 
’” JOHN NORVELL. 

Dee. 21, 1837. , 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, December 22, 1837. 

After the reading of the journal— 

Mr. ADAMS stated that. as his name did not 
appear among the yeas and nays on the vote on 
Mr. Patton’s resclution of yesterday, nor was his 
objection entered on the journal, it would not ap- 
yar that he was present on the occasion. 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman that, 
as he had not answered either “ay” or “ no” 
when his name was called, his name, as a matter 
of course, could not be recorded: 

Mr. ADAMS. I moved at the time that the 
answer I -gave should be entered on the journal, 
hut the Speaker said it was not in order. I then 
requested that it might be entered on the journal 
hat I made the motion, and that it was declared to 
be out of order. , 

The SPEAKER again informed Mi. A. that the 
reason it did not appear on the journal was, thet it 
was not in order; and referred him to a case pre- 
cisely of the same nature which occurred during 
the first session of the last Congress, and which had 
been so decided by the House. 

Mr. ADAMS, after some further remarks, moved 
that the journal be so amended as to include his 
cbjection to the resolution, and his reasons there- 
for, in the foliowing words: 

“| hold the resolution to be a violation of the 
Constitution of the United States, of the right of 
my constituents, and of the people of the United 
Slates to petition, and of my right to freedum of 
speech, as a member of this House.” 

Mr. BOON moved te lay the motion toamend 
on the table. 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were refused, and the motion to lay on the table 
was agreed to without a count. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways aud Means, reported a bill making appro- 
yriations for certain fortifications of the United 
States for the year 1838: read twice, and commit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same commit- 
tee, also reported a bill malting appropriativas for 
the support of the army of the United Siates for the 
year 1838: read twice, and committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. MERCER, desired to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means if it 
was intended to report any bil! touching the clearing 
outthe raft of Red River, or the Cumberland 
road. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that those bills 
were under the charge of the gentleman from Ken- 
tueky (Mr. Pope) and at that time in his hands. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the same Commit- 
tee reported the Senate bill to remit the duties upon 
certain goods destroyed by fre in the city of New 
York; which was committed toa Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. . 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that there was 
among the estimates not yet printed an appropria- 
tion for completing the erectioa of barracks at Fert 
L: avenworth, thouch the Committee of Ways and 
Means did not find any express law authorizing it. 
They deemed it expedient, however, thatthe Com- 
miitee On.gMiluary Affairs should have an oppor- 
innity of examining the subject, and that, i they 
thought pr per to do so, they might report a b:ll 
forthe purpose. The Committse of Ways and 
Means did not feel authorzed to do it; and they 
bad, tuerefore, directed him to report the following 
resoluiion, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
tairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
culhorizing an appropriation to complete the erec- 
tion of permanent barracks and quarters at Fort 
Leavenworth, on the frontier of Missouri, for four 
companies of dragoons, including stables for their 
horses, according to a plan approved by the Secre- 
tary of War. 

Mr. McKIM, from the same committee, moved 
that the Committee of the Whole be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill for the re- 
Lefof the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad 
Company, and that the same be recommitted to 
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the Commitiee of Ways and Means; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reported without amendment Se- 
nate bill for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks and 
Thaddeus Fairbanks; which was committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from thesame committee, 
reported wiihont amendment Senate bill for the re- 
lief of Elisha Towns: committed. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committee re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard 
and others, read twice and committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reportet a bill for the relief of Sears and 
oihers; read twice and committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the sam= committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Henry Tunis: read twice and 
committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Frederick Reese: read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Sophia Sterne: read twice and 
committed, 

Mr. SMITE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill providing for the reorganization of the Tre2- 
sury Department. 

The bill hoving been read twice, 

Mr. 8. explained that the bill was substantially 
the same as had been heretofore considered, and as 
it was a matter of great interest to the department 
that it should be passed as speedily as possible, he 
move?! that it be made the special order for the 
first Wednesday in January. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY expressed a hope that, 
after the inconvenience so often experienced, no 
more special orders would be adopted. 

Mr. SMITH having so varied his motion, the 
bill was commitied.to a Committee of the Whole 
on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, reporicd 
a bill, providing fur the employment of boys in 
the merchant vessels of the United States: read 
twice, and committed toa Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same Committee, re- 
ported, without ainendmoent, Senate bill to allow a 
drawback on duties upon imports! hemy when 
manufactured into cordage and expored: come 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 


Mr. SMiiTi also reported a res intion for the |} 


printing of two thousand copies of the report of 
Professor Hassler on the s'andaid of weights and 
measures ; Which was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, from the same committee, also re- 
perted a bill making apprepriations for the ereetion 
of a marine hospital at Portlan! Harbor, Maine: 
read twice and committed to a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Nathan Smith and 
others: read twice and committe. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the soin> committee, a'so 
reperted a bili for the retie® of the owners of the 
schooner Three Brothers: read twice an! com- 
mitted, 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the same commtitee, re- 
perred a bul for the relief of Moses Merrill: read 
twice an cel t 


mmitt 

Mr. CUSHMAN, from the seme committee, 
also reported a bill for the retief of Joseph | 
f | | twice, and committed. 

h CUSHMAN, from the sime commiitec, 
also re pK ried a bill for the relief of Nathan Levy: 
ead twh nad commuted. 

r. RAE, from the same committee, re- 


poried abil for the relief of 
real twice. and committee. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Thomas Cushing: 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HUNTER of Ono, from the same commit- 

c 


Ferdinand Clark: 


tee, reported a bill for the relief of John A. Peter- 
son: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reporied a bill providing for the establish- 
ment of a surveyor general’s office in the State of 
I}jinois: read twice, and committed. 


i 
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Mr. CHAPMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following bills, which were read the first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House, and made the order of the day 
for to-morrow: 

1. A bill for the relief of Isaac and Wm. Wil- 
kinson. 

2. A bill for the relief of Elisha Nowland, Wm. 
N. Kennedy, Robert J. Kennedy, and Mason E. 
Lewis. 

3. bill for the relief of Wm. Walker. 
bill for the relief of Abraham Woodall. 


\ 
A 
5. A bill for the relief of Joe! Chandler. 
A bill for the relief of John A. Willams. 
\ 
\ 


1 
bill for the reLef of John Hollinsworth. 


®. A bill forthe reliet of Wilham James Aarons. 
Mr. YELL, from the same commitiee, reported, 
1. A bill to establish an additional land district 


in the State of Arkansas; and 

2. A bill for the reliet of sandry citizens of Ar- 
lcansas, Who fost their improvementsin consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and the 
Chectaw tndians: read twice and commitied. 

On mo ion of Mr. YELL, a memorial trom the 
Legislature of Arkansas, praying a survey to fe- 
claim the inuudated land on the Mississippi and 
Arkansas rivers, was taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 

Mr. SHIELDs, from the sAme committee, re- 
ported — 

1. A bill to authorize the Legisiature of the State 
of Tennessee to sell the lands heretofore appro- 
priated for the use of schools in that State; and, 

9, A bill to amend the act entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grauts and 
perfect tiles to certain lands therein described 
within said State.” 

Both bills read twice and cominitted. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee on 


? 


the Posi OFfice and Post Reads, reported a bil 


ii tor the 
relief of Patrick Green: read twice ant commuted. 


Mr. ‘VALIAFERRO, from the Comraittee on 


Kevolutionarv Clauns, reported the to!lowing bilis: 

1. Bill ethe relief of the heirs eft Or. Phillin 
Turner, deceased. 

». Bil ¢ tue relief of Nathaniel Adams and 
other 

3. Bul for the relief of the ad.ainistraiors of 


Wharton Quarles, deceased. 

4. Bill for the relief of the adm arstraters of 
William T. Smith, deceased. 

All the above were read twice, 

Vir. MUHLENBERG, from the same Comin't- 
tee, renorted th followreg bills 

1. For the resief of the heirs of Lieutenant Col. 
Rickard Campbell. 

2. For the reliel 
Conway. 

3. Of the heirs of Wadleigh Noyes. 

4. for the relief of Hannah Richardson. 

5. Of tre heirs of Major Peter Helphenstein. 
6. Of Elizabeth Hunt, and the heirs of Captain 
Williaa Hendricks. 

7. Of the legal representatives of Captain Jehn 
Winston. 

®. Of John Clark. 

9. Of Lientenaut John McDowe!l! 

10. Of the |! 
Ur m 

i}. OF the legal representatives of William 


And ¢ ) mitted 


f the heirsct Lieutenant James 


‘vil representatives of Col. George 


12. Of the leval reoresentatives of Cant. Charles 


fanning. 
at law of John 


f Joseph 


} 
4. OF the chileren and heir 


15. Of the cli'dven and heirs of Lieut. Col. Hen- 


i fores e read twice, and referred 
to a Committe the whole House. 
Mr. ¢ AIG. from tl ame co:imillee, reported 
i ing i 


1. Bill for the selief of Crawfor! Tohnson. 
2. Bill for the retief of Wiiltam B. Bunting. 
. Lill for the re def of the legal represcatatives 
of Timothy Feeling. 
The above were severally rea? twice, and com- 
mitted, 


Mr. PARMENTER, from the same committee 
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reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Dr. William Johonnot: read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of sundry individuals, 
as follows, viz: 

1. For the reliet of Francis Vigo. 

2, Of Colonel Willis Reddick. 


3. Of the representatives of Nathan Tracey and | 


Thomas Gordon. 

4. Of William Vawier 

5. Of John B. Ashe. 

6. Of John Gordon. 

7. Of James Witherell. 

8. Of Apollos Cooper. 

9. Of Francis Taylor. 

10. Of the representatives of Joseph Young, 
deceased. 

11. Of Levi Chadwick. 

12, Of Thomas Knowlton. 

13. Of Lathrop Allen. 

14. Of Samuel Jones. 

All the foregoing bills were severally read twice, 
and committed. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, from the same com mittee, re 
ported the following, viz: 

1. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Crocker 
Lumpson, deceased. 

2. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John De Treville, deceased. 

3. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain John Marks, deceased. 

The above bills were severally read twice and 
committed. ' 

Mr. A. H. SHEPPERD, from the same com- 
mittee, reporied 

1. A bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr. Charles 
Taylor, deceased. 

2. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of James Purvis, deceased. 

The above were read twice and committed. 

Mr. LAWLER, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported— 

1. A bill for the relief of William Moore. 

2. A bill for the relief of James Moore. 

3. A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of the late Robert Palmer, deceased. 

Severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported the ensuing, viz: 

1. A bill fcr the relief of Farish Carter, and the 
heirs of Charles Williamson, deceased. 

2. A bill for the felief of Stephen (Etienne) La 
Lande of Alabama, read twice, and committed. 

Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same committee, 
reported the following; which were severally read 
twice, and committed. 

1. A bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Daniel Warner, deceased. 

2."A bill for the retief of Henry L. Riviere. 

3. A bill for the relief of Margaret Kingsbury. 

Mr. MAY, from the same commitice, reported 
the following, which were read twice and com- 
mitted: 

1. A bill for the relief of Athelia Leach. 

2. A bill fer the relief of Oliver Welch. 

Mr. RARIDEN, trom the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis 
Jarvis: read twice, and committed. 

Mr. ADAMS, from tie Committee on Manufac- 
tures, moved that the report made at the last Con- 
gress on the subject of the culture and manufacture 
of silk, be again referred to that committee; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a resolution directing the Clerk of 
the House to purchase, for the use of that commit- 
tee, some copies of the collection of Indian treaties; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BELL, from the same committee, reported 
the following bills, which were severally read twice 
and committed: 

1. A bill for the relief of Us-se-yoholo, a Creek 
Indian. 

Q. A bill for the relief of Milly Yates. 

Mr. REED, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, reported the following, which were read twice 
and committed: 

1. A bill for the relief of Commodore Hull. 
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2. A bill for the reiief of Thomas B. Parsons. 

Mr. KILGORE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Henry Richardson, deceased: read twice 
and committed. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt: 
read twice and committed. 

Mr. WISE, from the same committee, reported 
the following: 

1. A bill to provide compensation to James Bar- 
ron, for the use ofhis invention, called “ A Venti- 
lator of Ships;” and 

2. A bill to allow additional compensation to 
William Early: read twice and committed. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported without amendment Senate 
bill to ascertain and designate the boundary line 
between the State of Michigan and the Territory of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr. B. moved that the bill be committed toa 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio inquired if it in- 
volved an appropriation? because, if not, it would 
be expedient to pass it over without delay. 

Mr. BRONSON replied that it did, and the bill 
was accordingly committed. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported the following: 

1. A bill for the relief of Samuel Edgecomb. 

. For the relief of Isaac Hilten. 

. For the relief of Neill McNeille. 

For the relief of Isaac Austin. 

For the relief of Amos Thompson. 

. For the relief of Daniel Davis. 

. For the relief of Oliver Peck. 

. For the relief of Benjamin Gannet, widower 
of Deborah Gannett, a soldier of the Revolution. 

9. For the relief of William York. 

10. For the relief of Huldah Taylor. 

11. A bill extending the provisions of the act 
entitled ““An act supplementary to the act entitled 
an act for the relief of certain surviving officers 
and soldiers of the revolution, passed June 7, 
1832.” 

All the above bills were alse severally read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. KLINGENSMITH, from the same com- 
mittee, reported the ensuing: 

. A bill for the relief of Solomon Ketchum. 
. A bill for the relief of Ann West. 

3. A bill for the relief of William Fitzgerald. 
. A bill for the relief of William Jenkinson. 
. A bill for the relief of Joseph Veazie. 

6. A bill for the relief of Simeon Smith. 

All severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Virgima, from the same 
committee, reported the following, which took the 
same course: 

1. A bill for the relief of Conrad Widrig. 

2. A bill for the relief of Frederick Hill. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Connecticut, from the 
same committee, reported the following, which 
were read twice and committed: 

1. A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley. 

2. A bill for the relief of Christopher Den- 
nison. 

Mr. HEROD, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the fullowing, which had the 
same disposition: 

1. A bill for the relief of Isaac Parker. 

2. A bill for the relief of Charles Coffin. 

3. A bill for the relief of Josiah Westlake. 

4. A bill for the relief of George Barkley and 
John Weaver. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Kentucky, from the same 
committee, reported: 

. A bill for the relief of Fielding Pratt. 
. A bill for the relief of John Bosworth. 
3. A bill for the relief of Samuel Brown. 
. A bill for the relief of William Pease. 
. A bill for the relief of Thomas Allen. 

All severally read twice and committed. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Vermont, from the same com- 
mittee, reported: 

1. A bill granting a pension to Bradbury True 
Jepson. 

2. A bill for the relief of Daniel Raridon. 

Read twice and committed. 
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Mr. BOND, from the Committee on : 
ary Pensions, reported the following, wee 
same disposition: 

1. A bill for the relief of John M’Clellan. 

2. ° ee for the relief of Josiah Clark. 

3. ill granting a pension to Alexande 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on ee 
Pensions, reported a bill to restore to certain invalid 
and other pensioners the amount of pensions b 
them relinquished : read twice, and committed. 

Mr. PAYNTER, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Spencer ¢ 
Gist: read twice, and committed. . 

Mr. SISLEY, from the Committee on Revyoly. 
tionary Pensions, reported the following ; which 
were read twice, and committed: _ 

1. A bill for the relief of Frederick Withead, 

2. A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Case. 

3. A bill for the relief of Simeon Moss. 

4. A bill for the relief of Thomas West. 

5. A bill for the relief of Chauncey Ross. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, and by genera} 
consent, it was 

Reselved, That when the House adjourn to-day 
it adjourn over to Tuesday next. : 

The House then, pursuant to the order, went 
into Committee of the Whole—Mr. MUHLEN. 
BERG in the Chair, and considered a large num- 
ber of private bills; after which the committee 
rose, reporied them to the House, and they were 
severally read the third time and passed, as fol- 
lows: 

1. An act for the relief of Chastelain and Pon- 
vert. 

2, An act for the relief of Robert Diekey of 
New York. 

3. An act for the relief of Major General Alex. 
ander Macomb. 

4. An act for the relief of Samuel Saunderson, 

5. An act for the relief of Ebenezer A. Lester. 

6. An act for the relief of Jesse E. Dow. 

7. An act for the relief of Edward Burgess. 

8. An act for the relief of Daniel T. Patterson. 

9. An act for the relief of William Bailey, survi- 
vor of Bailey and Delord. 

10. An aet for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John McCarty, deceased. 

11. An act for the relief of William H. Bell. 

12. An act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of David Caldwell, deceased. 

13. An act for the relief of Benjamin H. Mac- 
kall. 

14. 

15. 


An act for the relief of James J. Pattison. 
An act for the relief of Daniel Davis. 

16. An act for the relief of James Baker. 

17. An act for the relief of the legal represen- 
tatives of Roswell Lee, deceased. 

18. An act for the relief of T. M. Canless. 

19. An act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Bolitha Laws. 

20. An act for the relief of Joseph Hall. 

21. An act for the relief of Jonathan Davis. 

22. An aet for the relief of Albion T. Crow. 

23. An act for the relief of William R. Taylor, 
administrator to Jonathan Taylor, deceased. 

24. An act for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of John Addoms. 

25. An act for the relief of Allen R. Moore. 

26. An act for the relief of Elias Johns. 

27. An act for the relief of James McMahon. 

28. An act for the relief of Sarah Murphy. 

29. An act for the relief of Abraham Lansing. 

30. An act for the relief of Nicholas Hedges. 

31. An act for the relief of Thomas J. Lawler 
and S. M. Miles. 

32. An act for the relief of John Crepps. 

33. An act for the relief of Presly N. 0. Ban- 
non. 

34. An act for the relief of F. Gardiner. 

35. An act for the relief of Benjamin Mooers. 

36. An act for the relief of Eli Horton. 

37. An act for the relief of M. Gelsion, admi- 
nistrator to David Gelston. 

38. An act for the relief of John M. Oliver. 

39. An act for the relief of Christopher Clark. 

40. An act for the relief of Phillip Marshall and 
the legal representatives of John Marshall. 

41. An act for the relief of Curtis Grubb. 

42. An act for the relief of John B. Perkins. 
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